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[ 4th Day of February, 2025 ]

Pursuant to Section 10(1) of the Education (National Minimum Standards and

Establishment of Institutions) Act (1985) on governance of national education

standards, and to safeguard national academic integrity, standardise education

record digitisation, eliminate academic credential fraud through quality assur-

ance checks, and digitally enhance the economic values of Nigeria's educa-

tion for global competitiveness, the National Universities Commission vide

memo NUC/ES/334/VOL.130/420 in May 2023, sought the approval of a

comprehensive national digitisation policy, the national policy for the Nigeria

Education Repository and Databank (NERD), covering all accredited post-

secondary schools and tertiary institutions in Nigeria. Without prejudice to

other provisions in this policy, the implementation of the Nigeria Education

Repository and Databank policy is hereby approved and Declared  by the

Federal Executive Council —

PART ONE – PREAMBLE

1.  National development is correlated to aggregate national productivity.

Productivity is however a function of access to knowledge and its efficient

conversion into enterprises. Adequate records are crucial to national produc-

tivity. Suitable education and academic records are crucial to national develop-

ment as they provide vital data for informed decision-making in education

policy, enabling effective planning, resource allocation, monitoring student

progress, identifying educational gaps, and ultimately contributing to a skilled

workforce that drives economic growth and societal advancement. The indus-

trial revolution indeed resulted from research outputs and reliable record-keep-

ing. There is no doubt that countries are naturally in competition among them-

selves and against one another. Nations continue to outperform one another

based on their varying access to knowledge and the domestication of knowl-

edge into technical know-how to support enterprises and ventures as well as

the quality of that nation's aggregate or overall contribution to knowledge. The

World Bank (2020) acknowledges that the increased importance of knowl-

edge provides great potential for countries to strengthen their economic and

social development by providing more efficient ways of producing goods and

services and delivering them more effectively and at lower costs to a greater

number of people. The application of knowledge is therefore one of the key

sources of growth in the global economy. The World Bank recognizes that the

term Knowledge Economy (KE) has been coined to reflect this increased
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importance of knowledge whereby organizations and people acquire, create,

disseminate, and use knowledge more effectively for greater economic and

social development. Yet, knowledge would remain inconsequential to produc-

tivity in the average nation in the absence of its deliberate organization and

preservation for effective utilization.

2.  Nigeria had a population of 216.7 million in 2022 according to UN

estimates projected from the 2006 national census. As of mid-2022, based on

data from the NUC, NBTE, and NCCE, there were 219 universities (49 fed-

eral, 59 state-owned, and 111 private), 159 Polytechnics (37 federal, 51 state-

owned, and 71 private), and 200 Colleges of Education (27 federal, 51 state

and 122 private) in Nigeria. The NBTE in addition has accredited 40 special-

ized institutions, 33 Colleges of Agriculture, 76 Colleges of Health Sciences

and Technology (62 public and 14 private) while the NCCE has accredited 10

other NCE awarding institutions and 9 NCE awarding polytechnics. Overall,

Nigeria had a total of 746 accredited post-secondary education institutions

capable of generating a minimum of term paper per student as of 2022.

3.  Record keeping in Nigerian post-secondary schools and tertiary institu-

tions is generally poor, with many schools lacking proper policies and guide-

lines. This has led to a high rate of missing documents, and a lack of access or

prolonged time to access records that are available. Regarding critical docu-

ments and publications, EVIS (2021) says Nigeria's research global visibility is

poor viz-a-viz published works of faculty members as well as theses, disserta-

tions, and academic reports of students, etc. Most research emanating from

Nigeria remains unorganized as a properly coordinated body of knowledge.

Many are lost forever. Nigeria's academic contents are mostly currently inac-

cessible in properly structured and easily accessible formats, except in silos as

provided by individual institutions. Each Nigerian institution operates as an

island or a silo, as there is no automated national framework to promote coop-

eration and coordinate inter- and intra-institutional linkages. There remains a

huge gap between research from tertiary institutions and the industry or entre-

preneurs. There is often insufficient local knowledge based on research to

support investors and products as well as critical policy developments. Valu-

able research works in Nigeria rarely get into the hands of those who need

them. Often, there is a duplicity of effort and limited collaboration among Ni-

gerian researchers, lecturers, etc. The menace of plagiarism and originality

impairs the quality of research outputs and inhibits positive competition and its

attendant benefits on innovation and growth. There is no nationally centralized

credential management and verification system, and Nigerian students experi-

ence pain and agony whilst seeking to get their credentials verified or obtain

their academic transcripts for transmission to local or overseas institutions.
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4.—(a) Lack of policies: Past policies were academic with no guidelines

for sustainably managing records, and lacked actionable funding sources,

(b)Poor storage: Records are often stored improperly, and there is a

lack of disaster prevention plans,

(c) Inadequate facilities and staff: There are not enough infrastructure

assets and manpower to manage a large volume of records,

(d) Central reference: There is a lack of a central reference point for

data consistency, and ;

(e) Poor understanding: There is a lack of appreciation for the impor-

tance of data and well-managed and properly preserved records.

5. —(a) Lost documents: There are many cases of lost or misplaced docu-

ments,

(b) Inaccurate records: Records are often incomplete, inaccurate, or

dishonest,

(c) Poor decision-making: The lack of accurate records makes it diffi-

cult to make effective decisions, and ;

(c) Vulnerable records: Records are vulnerable to loss, wilful sabotage,

or inaccessibility.

Therefore,the crucial need to establish a comprehensive Nigeria Education

Databank and education data-driven learning ecosystem to enhance data col-

lation across all tiers of tertiary education and post-secondary schools, and

research institutions, to serve as a decision-support system for planning, moni-

toring, and evaluation of the nation's education sector.

PART TWO — NEED FOR POLICY

6.—(1)  A national policy on tertiary education's academic records and

documents is justified because it ensures consistent, reliable, and accessible

student data across all institutions, enabling effective student tracking, informed

decision-making, accountability, quality assurance, data privacy, data security,

and legal compliance, ultimately contributing to the overall improvement of

higher education standards and national workforce development. The Times

Higher Education (2022) and Webometric (2022) rankings showed that the

highest-ranking Nigerian tertiary institution was not on the list of the top 700

universities in the world. The highest-ranked Nigerian university was not on

the list of Top 40 universities in Africa. Many Nigerian students and lecturers

still indulge in the wilful copying of works without proper attribution, thereby

undermining quality and originality and promoting theft of the intellectual prop-

erties of others. Typically, Research Quality i.e., Research (by volume, in-

come, and reputation - worth 30%) and Citations (research influence - worth
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30%) are important yardsticks that jointly account for 60% of Times Higher

Education's tested indicators for measuring a tertiary institution's performance.

Equally recognized is that Webometric's thematic focus has been primarily

web publications, support for Open Access initiatives, and electronic access to

scientific publications from those institutions.

(2)  The menace of fake degrees, certificates, and diplomas is on the rise

with unscrupulous individuals offering 'for sale' academic certificates and titles

from diploma mills, non-accredited, unrecognized, and sometimes, non-exis-

tent institutions. Nigerians in the Diaspora also continue to face endemic chal-

lenges with credential validations and the tedious processes of verifying their

certificates or obtaining records of their transcripts from their parent institu-

tions in Nigeria. It has also been a serious challenge for many foreign institu-

tions, as well as private and public organizations, to verify or validate the cre-

dentials of Nigerian candidates.

(3)   An option is to continue to do nothing or rely on individual institutions

and encourage them to develop their respective data management system and

repositories. However, this option denies the country a coordinated unified

response that can ensure a single and consistent source of national education

data on tertiary institutions. On academic document digitization, it will indeed

deny the federation of a unified response such as has been done in the United

Kingdom with EThOS, All Gov.UK, and the defunct Royal Commission on

Historical Manuscripts, and in the United States with ProQuest and Networked

Digital Library of Theses and Dissertations. While each institution shall be

encouraged to develop and retain individual repositories, NERD is envisaged

as a unifier and a one-stop shop for post-secondary schools and tertiary insti-

tutions. The unified platform will not only provide an opportunity for an economy

of scale, or engender ease of academic data sharing, introduce mechanisms to

prevent abuse, and provide equitable access to the same academic resources,

but it will also directly impact the capacity of each institution to upgrade the

standard of their local repositories knowing full well that there is competition

and that each institution now has the opportunity to feed and be fed from a

bigger central historical database.

(4 ) Furthermore, rather than relying on foreign databases for the preser-

vation of its academic records and research outputs, it is a matter of national

security and national pride for the Federal Republic of Nigeria to have its one-

stop single-point national education databank platform.

(5)  The policy framework is aimed at providing the overarching guidelines

and regulations for the successful operation of the databank. The Policy will

promote usage compliance and compliance enforcement, set out standards,
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standardize inter and intra-institutional collaboration, delineate roles for stake-

holders and regulatory agencies, and mainstream the NERD programme na-

tionwide. The Policy will provide guidance and empower the relevant authori-

ties to invoke sanctions sequel to existing legal frameworks as well as promote

the enactment of relevant statutes to eliminate ambiguities.

7.   There is a need to set up a Council that will serve as the coordinating

body to review performance, activate institutions of state to compel compli-

ance, carry out periodic evaluations, and resolve issues that may threaten or

militate against the objectives and the success of the NERD system. The

Council shall be headed by the Honourable Minister of Education as Chair-

man. Members of the Council shall include the Permanent Secretary of the

Federal Ministry of Education, the Executive Secretaries of the Accrediting

Agencies (NUC, NBTE, NCCE, etc), the Chief Executive of the National

Library of Nigeria (NLN), the Chief Executive of NERD and its Secretary,

the Chief Executive of the Nigeria Data Protection Bureau, and the Chairmen

of the Association or Committee of Vice Chancellors, the Association or Com-

mittee of Rectors of Polytechnics and the Association or Committee of Pro-

vosts of Colleges of Education in Nigeria. The Secretary of NERD shall pro-

vide secretariat services. The Council shall be expected to meet at least twice

a year or as may be directed by the Chairman. The Minister shall have the

authority to co-opt into the Council the heads of other agencies with roles that

are relevant or tangential to the success of the objectives of the policy.

8.—(1) The primary purpose of the NERD system is the preservation of

knowledge in a databank, creating a unified and consistent central education

data resource for post-secondary schools and tertiary institutions in Nigeria. In

the process, it will create global top-notch visibility for Nigerian works, and the

promotion of collaboration among scholars across the nation and ultimately

engender and mainstream the commercialization of knowledge and the pro-

cesses of its preservation for improved national productivity. The private sec-

tor is critical to accomplishing these objectives. The private sector also has the

potential to better operate, manage, and maintain the system as a viable com-

mercial enterprise. The Nigerian Bureau of Public Enterprises highlighted the

following as parts of benefits derivable from a private sector-led or managed

public enterprise:

(a) Reduced corruption and parasitic mentality,

(b) Infusion of capital and modernization of technology in industries,

(c) Strengthening capital markets,

(d) Promote efficiency, transparency, and better management, and ;

(e) Generate funds that the government could further invest in social
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sectors.

(2)   The Federal Republic of Nigeria is adopting a three-pronged ap-

proach to make the Nigeria Education Databank programme a success re-

garding academic record keeping, content preservation, and validation, namely:

(a) Strengthen the nation's library services both at the federal and state

levels to be better able to preserve knowledge ;

(b) Support all government-recognized post-secondary schools and ter-

tiary institutions regardless of type to be able to set up individual databases

for the preservation of their academic records and outputs in line with their

autonomy; and

(c) The Federal Government of Nigeria, through the Ministry and its

ancillary agencies, will collaborate with the Private Sector to set up the first

ever private-sector-led automated National Education Databank in the his-

tory of Africa as a commercial enterprise and a bold statement as a princi-

pal contributor to the nation's digital economy initiative.

(3)   The Private Sector will invest the required funds and expertise while

the public sector will provide institutional protection for the NERD Programme

and drive compliance and enforcement.

(4).  The Private Sector Partner will also exclusively administer the vari-

ous novel services such as the National Academic Credential Verification

Number (i.e., NCN), the National Document Verification Number, and other

unique identifiers for the validation of academic credentials and educational

documents nationwide.

9.  To strengthen the commercial viability of the project, it shall be fi-

nanced, executed, and managed wholly by the private sector without any fi-

nancial contribution from the government. The role of the government shall be

limited to policy enactment and enforcement, project/business tenure protec-

tion and exclusivity for the investor, and the leveraging of institutions of state to

enforce usage compliance and guaranteed offtake (offtake assurance) through

a combination of persuasion, rewards, and obligation. A long-term joint venture

(JV) company between the private sector and the Federal Government named

Nigeria (or National) Education Repository and Databank Limited or simply

the Nigeria Education Databank Limited shall be incorporated as a Private

Company Limited by Guarantee with the government having not more than

20% of the shares as its sweat equity (ditto any subsidiary). This will allow the

private sector participant or the preferred JV Partner to finance the project

with debt, equity, grants, and other suitable financing models at no cost to the

government and with the government properly insulated from liabilities whilst
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enabling the company to independently manage its affairs as a strict commer-

cial vehicle leveraging international best practices despite being a government

flagship or entity.

10.  The National Education Repository and Databank (NERD) Limited

(the JV) shall serve as the operator of the NERD system while the JV Partner

in turn shall commercially operate the JV on behalf of the partners (i.e., opera-

tor of the JV).

11. Who sets charges payable for accessing the services of the National

Digital Bank? How should the charges be determined? Since NERD will op-

erate as a commercial entity, how should a greater number of users be brought

on board without compromising quality? What costs should be recovered and

how should they be recovered? For users who cannot be billed in order to

avoid negative publicity for the system, how would they be subsidized? The

Operator and the JV Partner shall be able to make recommendations to the

Minister for the resolution of issues.

12. The NERD system shall have the status of a national academic and

education data controller and serve or act as a national resource for all educa-

tional institutions, the national library, state libraries, archives, and all private or

public research Centres or institutes and collaborate with each institution if or

when required to enhance their institutional repositories.

13.  The NERD system shall maintain a unit or Centre for the verification

of credentials originating from anywhere and any part of Nigeria, including

institutions in Nigeria, and delivering outcomes to any part of the world and

shall aim to deliver this as a service instantly or not for more than 24 hours

after the request. The unit shall administer the National Credential Manage-

ment and Verification System (NCMVS) and will offer a third-party instant

transcript delivery service with an agreed portion of the service charge going

directly to each participating institution and authority.

14.  The NERD system shall include all projects or sub-projects, modules,

and components described as the NERD Programme in Section 40 of this

policy as its deliverables and also comprise all mandate areas listed below :

(a) Provision and operation of a unified national electronic platform for

current or live digitization and archiving of all postsecondary schools and

tertiary institutions' education records, students' records, documents, and

manuscripts (thesis, dissertations, project reports, term papers, seminar pa-

pers, journal articles, etc), index of journals - Special National Indexes of

Academic Publications, library materials, etc going forward with originality

check and antiplagiarism tools to generate the obligatory National Reposi-
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tory of Academic Texts and Audio-visual assets as well as maintain a Na-

tional Log or Register of yearly term papers and seminar reports of stu-

dents as part of the Academic Outputs listed in Section 2.3 of this Policy to

ensure the country possesses the independent technological capacity to trans-

parently match each student to academic sessions as an inviolable yearly

proof of continuous enrolment thereby institutionalizing a technology check

to arrest the menace of fake degrees and diploma mills ;

(b) Provision and operation of a unified national electronic platform for

historical digitization and archiving of available past manuscripts (thesis,

dissertations, project reports, term papers, seminar papers, etc) in all ter-

tiary institutions dating back to 1932 (when the first polytechnic was estab-

lished) and 1948 (when the first university was established) as provided in

the approved National Policy to create the obligatory national education

historical document bank ; and

(c) Provision and operation of a unified National Credential Manage-

ment and Verification System (NCMVS) for timely international and local

credential verification and the instant delivery of transcript of any individual

from any Nigerian institution to any part of the world - in the first instance

subject to the collaboration of each institution as provided in the Policy with

two of its objectives being to serve as the joint multi-institutional national

students' clearing house and credentials verification Centre, and further

proof of continuous academic enrolment indicative of actual attendance,

affiliation, and scholarship whilst collaborating with and maintaining mutu-

ally agreeable Application Programming Interface (API) calls to the serv-

ers of schools, and existing national flagships such as WAEC, NECO, JAMB,

NIMC, NYSC, ITF, etc as part of its record and credential vetting proto-

cols.

15.  The NUC, NBTE, NCCE, and other agencies as may be identified by

the Honourable Minister of Education shall have the primary duty to encour-

age and compel obligatory compliance by tertiary institutions within their re-

spective purviews by including unimpeachable evidence of compliance as pre-

requisites to specific evaluation programmes like accreditation, ranking, grants,

etc.

16.  NERD shall on mutual terms offer its assets and resources to library

services when due and when required. The NLN shall collaborate with NERD

for greater efficiency.

17.  Upon the effectiveness of this Policy, the National Youth Service

Corps (NYSC) shall be required to include verified evidence of deposit of the

final academic report as a mandatory prerequisite to participation in or exemp-
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tion from the NYSC scheme. The NYSC shall collaborate with NERD for a

code-level handshake and electronic transfer of a list of deposit-compliant

graduating students in a given NYSC batch, stream, etc. Similarly, upon the

effectiveness of this Policy, the Industrial Training Fund (ITF) shall include

evidence of deposit or submission of SIWES or Industrial Training report by a

student as a mandatory prerequisite for the processing of SIWES fund or

refund and associated privileges.

18.  Ownership of each item deposited in the NERD system shall remain

vested in the original author of the work and the sponsoring institution as per

their local policy. The role of NERD is akin to that of a bank or a reserve bank

where the digital print of each asset is warehoused in the larger national inter-

est. The licensing of works by institutions on the Digital Bank will remain in

line with the Open Educational Resources (OER) Policy for Higher Education

in Nigeria. The National Education Databank thus exists for the preservation

of that item as an organized academic or education asset of the author acces-

sible to future generations to review, critique, or improve upon in the larger

strategic interest of the nation.

19.   Need for Policy to apply equitably to all tertiary institutions regardless

of ownership type (public or private, state or federal, etc), nature (civilian,

military except classified or security-related outputs, religious, etc), size or

structure.

20.  NERD shall project the Nigerian brand identity. Global web presence

shall be on country code top-level domain (ccTLD) for education in Nigeria

e.g., nerd.edu.ng, educationbank.edu.ng, or similar aliases as the operator may

request (for the digital bank content). For the government, it shall be nerd.gov.ng

or similar aliases as the operator may advise - (i.e., for the governance, coun-

cil, and administrative activities). The management of NERD shall however

be able to employ their discretion to remain current and globally competitive

due to constant changes and evolution in the digital world.

21.   Need for an institutional guideline to enable every bona fide student

and member of faculty in any of Nigeria's accredited tertiary institutions to

have login credentials to the NERD system upon their admission (in the case

of students) or employment (in the case of faculty members and other cadres

of researchers and users).

22.   The Operator will build a befitting national data centre. In addition,

the Nigerian Research and Education Network (NgREN) and other units shall

be leveraged to provide backup network alliance services. The operator will

also leverage Galaxy Backbone Limited and the NgREN as contingency hosts

of the disaster recovery centres, with an additional triple-layer cloud-based
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automated principal recovery system located on a need-to-know basis in col-

laboration with the Central Bank of Nigeria. The operator will also deliver

dedicated cloud hosting of appropriate branches of the service for the NLN

when required, upon mutually agreeable terms.

23.   Technology in the context of the NERD Programme shall mean

processes, systems, machinery, and equipment developed from the application

of scientific knowledge for practical purposes including hardware, software,

relational database management systems, artificial intelligence, distributed led-

ger systems, blockchains, special codes (including barcodes, QR codes,

FrameQR Codes, etc) and emerging or new process innovation employed in

the development, deployment, operation, management, and administration of

any of the projects or components of the NERD programme. The operator of

the system shall be able to upgrade and adapt as new technological standards

emerge.

24.   Knowing that the most popular enterprise products in schools' records

management systems, identity and document validation systems, anti-plagia-

rism systems, large-scale repositories and data storage systems are mostly

foreign products with foreign exchange and national security implications,

through NERD, Nigeria shall promote, prioritise, and utilize technologies built

by Nigerian scientists, developers, technologists, and engineers as a deliberate

strategy to promote the growth of local technological capacity. The operator

of the NERD system shall prioritise solutions offered by local businesses that

are at par with international standards over solutions offered by foreign com-

panies.

25.  High-end software security is crucial for the NERD Programme

because it will protect sensitive data, prevent major disruptions to operations,

and mitigate the risks of cyberattacks and wilful sabotage by providing robust

defences against sophisticated threats, particularly for the purpose of national

security and information safeguards in the handling of highly confidential infor-

mation or critical components of the National Education Databank systems,

where even minor vulnerabilities can have severe consequences. Essentially,

it is necessary to maintain data integrity, confidentiality, and system availability

in the nation's complex digital landscape. The administration of unique identifi-

ers such as the National Document Number, and the National Credential Veri-

fication Number (or National Academic Credential Verification Number) among

others by the operator of the system shall be guided by the strictest adherence

to security and data protection concerns.

Need for

high-end

system

security and

data

protection

Need for

Technology

Mobility

Need for

Local

Content and

Indigenous

Technology

Capability



          B  1993

PART THREE – POLICY OBJECTIVES, GOALS, TARGETS, AND STANDARDS

26.  The vision of the National Education Repository and Databank sys-

tem is to act as the official electronic records and documents bank for the

education sector in Nigeria where all participants and stakeholders can deposit

their data and works for the purpose of preserving them for future genera-

tions. NERD will be the electronic platform for the economic protection, pres-

ervation, and digitization of education records and academic data, documents,

and assets across tiers of educational structures and library services. The

Project will feature modules such as the Electronic System for the Manage-

ment and Administration of Thesis (eSMAT), the Nigeria National Research

Repository (2NR), the National Credential Management and Verification Sys-

tem (NCMVS) with the establishment of the National Credential Manage-

ment and Verification Centre, the National Similarity Detector and Plagiarism

Checker (nSDPC) to drive the Mandatory Originality Check (MOC), the Gi-

ant Shoulder Project (GSP), the National Centralized Content Registry (CCR),

the Nigeria Indexes of Academic Publications (SNIAP), the automated Na-

tional Students Clearing House, ISBN automated repository in collaboration

with the National Library and other library services, the integrated cross-insti-

tutions Dissertation, Thesis Examination, Review, and Evaluation (DiTERE)

process, a National Log or Register of Term Papers and Seminar Reports, as

well as the Nationwide Integrated Library and Archival Data (NiLAD) sys-

tem in collaboration with library services nationwide, economic National Equi-

table Access to Teaching (NEAT) covering lecture notes, non-copyrighted

textbooks, special textbook arrangements, and other academic materials for

the minimum academic requirements for all undergraduates and post-graduate

courses, with the Project also serving as the National Academic Registry and

Databank (NARD) for texts and audio-visuals assets, and the National Re-

pository of Academic Texts (NRAT).

It will transform the nation's capability to preserve and protect its critical

education data, eradicate the evil of record manipulation and forgery, expand

national education data and documents' value chain, create a referenceable

audit trail for academic records, and open a new national revenue stream for

the Federal Government (concession/performance fees, and taxes) and the

education sector.

27.   The objectives of this Policy are to  —

(i)  set out clear regulations for the National Education Databank.

(ii) set out guidelines for the participation of all stakeholders (ac-

crediting agencies, tertiary institutions, students, lecturers, the private

sector, and the government) in the NERD programme.

The vision

Policy
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(iii) to establish a no-conflict framework aimed at striking a patriotic,

delicate balance between institutions' legitimate autonomy and the over-

riding strategic national interest.

(iv) to create a one-stop central national database of academic

records, research, and knowledge for Nigeria and all her tertiary or higher

institutions and promote coordinated and organized knowledge exchange

and collaboration thereby serving as a single-point data validation and

document verification system and an access hub for abstracts and full-

text of all project reports, dissertations, thesis, term papers, other aca-

demic manuscripts and technical papers ever produced in Nigerian Uni-

versities, Polytechnics, Colleges of Education and other research or aca-

demic centres as well as preserve authors' copies of published research

articles by faculty members in the nation's tertiary institutions.

(v)  to host and administer the national academic publication flag-

ship.

(vi) to mainstream and enhance indigenous technology capability in

originality checks through anti-plagiarism modules.

(vii)to provide real-time back-end access for regulatory authorities

(NUC, NBTE, NCCE, etc) in the education sector to have a detailed

record of an institution's performances whilst having access to critical

information on each student's project reports and research theses, dis-

sertations, etc as well as each lecturer's inputs within seconds - with

clinical accuracy and high-level integrity.

(viii)  when desired, to empower Nigerian tertiary institutions to be

better able to access and preserve critical information on each student's

academic footprints, manage supervisors, manage examiners (external

and internal), mitigate willful or malicious programme abuse, and watch

performance trends.

(ix)  to provide a platform for the protection of intellectual properties

by ensuring that the system can allow only designated portions of publi-

cations or parts of documents to be viewable, thereby protecting the

privacy, confidentiality, and, if necessary, secrecy of certain research or

academic outputs and publications. Researchers and others hunting for

data will be able to glean the abstracts of those categories of works, but

will require approval from the owner before having full access to such

works. The system will also ultimately create evidence-based first-to-

archive and first-to-publish net footprint for each work to protect the

intellectual properties of subscribers against theft of ideas.

(x)  to drive innovation through the promotion of the institutionaliza-
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tion of research and development by making content available to a wider

industry audience or entrepreneurs, thereby enhancing the commercial-

ization of innovation.

(xi)  to create a massive positive digital research footprint for Nige-

rian higher institutions and enhance their global visibility and Webometric

ranking.

(xii)  to virtually link students, lecturers, internal and external exam-

iners and the manuscript examination processes to eliminate any individual's

malicious grip on supervisory processes, with the system being capable

of generating and issuing alerts in deference to willful delays of students'

submissions by lecturers and or internal supervisors and external exam-

iners.

(xiii)  to promote positive competition among tertiary institutions with

precise information through regular and yearly publication of statistics on

academic reports or academic outputs' turnover (of students) and publi-

cations (of faculty members) from all institutions for peer comparison.

(xiv)  to eliminate current difficulties with international credential

verification and provide alternatives aimed at removing delays associ-

ated with accessing, processing, and forwarding academic transcripts to

schools within and outside the country, as well as ensure that foreign

institutions and organizations have a government-recognized and cred-

ible one-stop shop for third-party credential verifications.

(xv)  to set out the initial 3 clear mandates of the NERD system,

namely the establishment of a National Education Digital Bank for the -

(i) historical digitization (past) and archiving of available manuscripts (thesis,

dissertations, project reports, term papers, seminar papers, etc) in all

tertiary institutions dating back to 1932 (when the first polytechnic was

established) and 1948 (when the first university was established), (ii)

Current or live digitization and archiving of library materials, manuscripts

(thesis, dissertations, project reports, term papers, seminar papers, jour-

nal articles, etc), deploy and administer the National Publication Indexes,

the National Plagiarism Checker, the National Log of Publications and

other standards under the NERD Programme, and (iii) National Creden-

tial Management and Verification System (NCMVS) for credential veri-

fication and the instant delivery of validated certificates and transcripts.

28.  The goal of the Policy is to mainstream NERD as a national standard

for the benefit of students, lecturers, researchers, and other stakeholders.  The

specific goals of this policy are to :

(1)  Create a centralised education and academic databank for Nigeria

Goals
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covering past and present education records and academic outputs.

(2)  Improve the capacities of stakeholders to effectively utilize the plat-

form as a tool.

(3)  Eliminate extant opportunities for academic record abuse and protect

data integrity.

(4) Introduce central checks, frustrate the issuance of fake certificates

and make credential verification seamless.

(5)  Promote the culture of attribution and eliminate the menace of plagia-

rism

(6)  Evolve Nigeria's referencing standard, support libraries, and encour-

age schools to set up their local digital repositories.

(7)  Improve access to quality research by industry and entrepreneurs.

(8)  Increase the visibility of Nigerian works to the rest of the world.

(9)  Reduce the time required for credential verification and transcript

processing.

(10) Promote adequate awareness of NERD to members of the public.

(11) Ensure only validated academic records of students (results and cer-

tificates that are board or senate-approved in an institution) can be transferred

to or deposited in NERD, and once deposited, those records become unalter-

able, instantly verifiable, and nationally referenceable with unique national veri-

fiers (e.g., the National Credential Number and ancillary security codes) for

use in national mobilisation, honour, graduation or academic status identifica-

tion and validation (local and international), employee NCVS clearance, em-

bassy/foreign mission checks, etc.

(12) Mainstream NERD as a purpose-specific programme of the federa-

tion being spearheaded by the Federal Government with the sole object of

digitisation of the nation's education records and assets, verification of the

nation's education records and assets, standardisation of the nation's digitiza-

tion processes, commercialisation of education assets' digitization processes,

the digital enhancement of the nation's education assets, historical warehous-

ing of education records as a federation system, as well as being the nation's

flagship at the forefront of leveraging world-class indigenous capacity for glo-

bal competitiveness.

29. –– (1)  The Federal Government is determined to address the chal-

lenge of the uncoordinated students' records and body of knowledge, end pla-

Policy
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giarism, and engender improved repository service delivery, host national pub-

lication indexes, and national logs of publications, as well as provide an instant

electronic platform for credential verification and validation.

(2)  The main focus of the policy is to enhance the government's capacity

to improve historical record and knowledge warehousing through an appropri-

ate institutional framework that will allow the Stakeholders, Students, Lectur-

ers, Researchers, and Regulators to articulate their interests and exercise their

obligations and rights concerning the Digital Bank.

(3)  The policy of the government includes allowing private sector players

to invest directly in the sector and source finance through debt, equity, grants,

etc. Furthermore, the government will :

(i)  Provide the right policy and a conducive environment for the

Private Sector to invest in the deployment, management, operation, and

maintenance of the National Digital Bank.

(ii)  Entrench rules to guarantee continuous use by off-takers, thus

ensuring off-take and tenure/tenor assurance to aid investment recov-

ery.

(iii)  Provide regulations tangential to the attainment of the objec-

tives of this Policy.

30.  The NERD scheme entrenches education data preservation and in-

ter-institution collaboration, eliminates opacity in education content manage-

ment, and protects proprietary works whilst not undermining the autonomy of

each institution. The primary thrust of the project is the evolution of the capac-

ity of the nation to preserve, validate, and commercialize its knowledge and

mainstream the culture of a perpetual document and record preservation in

electronic formats as a definitive craft with positive implications for national

security and prestige. The Federal Government will thus be collaborating with

the private sector to set up the first ever private-sector-led automated Na-

tional Education Document Bank in the history of Africa as a commercial

enterprise and a bold statement as a principal contributor to the nation's digital

economy initiative. The global electronic document management system mar-

ket size is forecast to reach USD 9.85 billion by 2027. If Nigeria focuses on

attaining commercial dominance in Africa and targets just 5% of that market,

it would translate into an annual net revenue and GDP impact of USD 492

million for Nigeria. It is instructive to note that the strategy of the Federal

Government is not to herd Nigerians into becoming greater participants in that

market as consumers. Rather, the objective is to support the private sector to

secure global advantage for Nigeria as producers of economic means along

the repository/document validation/archiving system value chain to the advan-

Overall
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tage of our local economy.

31.—(i) To enrol 84 tertiary institutions on the NERD system in the first 3

months.

(ii ) To enrol 697 tertiary institutions on the NERD system in the first

24 months.

(iii)  To provide training and capacity building for a minimum of 2

officials per institution to serve as the key anchor persons for the deploy-

ment of the NERD project nationwide.

(iv)  Construct and equip at least one national Central Data Centre

and maintain multiple layers of physical and virtual disaster recovery

centres.

(v)  To build and equip a national credential management and verifi-

cation centre

(vi)  To set up and administer other modules or components of the

NERD Programme such as the Special National Indexes of Academic

Publications for Nigerian academics, the National Plagiarism Detector

for mandatory plagiarism checks which will eliminate capital flight occa-

sioned by the reliance on foreign products, and the National Logs of

Term Papers and Seminar Reports aimed as a proof of presence and a

proof of continuous academic enrolment indicative of actual attendance,

affiliation, and scholarship - among others.

(vii)  Once the project scales, provide hardware facilities for the

historical digitization of past academic manuscripts

(viii)  Provision of the enabling environment for the private sector to

thrive and promptly resolve issues that may militate against the private

sector and the success of the project.

(ix)  Provision of cloud-based disaster recovery systems.

(x)  During the period of effectiveness, establish seamless biomet-

ric-enabled identity verification linkage between the NERD system

(Student's National Number, National Document Number, National Cre-

dential Number, etc) and national positive identity service providers such

as NIMC, banks, telecommunication services, etc leveraging the Na-

tional Identification Number (NIN) and the Bank Verification Number

(BVN), in achieving the objective of this Policy.

(xi)  Provide regular reports, and infographics, covering all aspects

of generated data.

(xii)  Overall, to establish a comprehensive Nigeria Education

Targets
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Databank and education data-driven learning ecosystem to enhance live

data collection across all tiers of tertiary education and post-secondary

schools, and research institutions, to serve as a decision-support system

for planning, monitoring, and evaluation of the nation's education sector.

32.  The implementation of the NERD Policy is expected to transform the

nation's capability to preserve and protect its critical education data, eradicate

the evil of record manipulation and forgery, end the menace of fake degrees,

fake diplomas and unaccredited schools, stop the abuse of degree honours

from diploma mills, expand national education data and documents' value chain,

create a referenceable audit trail for academic records, improve the quality of

academic reports through mandatory originality checks, make academic and

research outputs accessible to the industry and innovative entrepreneurs, cre-

ate reward mechanisms for academics and authors from commercialisation as

an incentive to improving the standard of their works, make Nigeria the re-

gional market leader in education data management and open a new national

revenue stream for the Federal Government (concession/performance fees,

and taxes), schools, and the entire education sector.

PART FOUR – POLICY PRINCIPLES AND STRATEGIES

33.  The underlying principles of the Policy are :

(a) To promote electronic access to a central single-point national edu-

cation databank as a commercial enterprise.

(b) Knowledge is a crucial resource that must be harnessed and pre-

served, thus requiring an integrated approach to its management.

(c) To promote the processes of batch-scanning and preservation of as

many as possible or available historical manuscripts from 1932 to date

(d) Promote the single-point hub for the verification of credentials.

34.   The major components of the NERD Policy for Nigeria include :

(a) Provide a framework for the electronic storage, sharing, and pres-

ervation of educational records and knowledge in Nigeria.

(b) Ensure that the NERD system and services are accessible, sustain-

able, and affordable, to the entire populace.

(c) Ensure that NERD Standard is maintained by all institutions and

stakeholders.

(d) Build capacity for stakeholders in management, operations, and main-

tenance.

(e) Adopt a private-sector-led programme delivery strategy.
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(f) Empower the private sector to operate the system commercially for

sustainability, viability, efficiency, and cost recovery.

(g) Monitor and evaluate the performance of the system for necessary

policy reviews and improvements in service delivery by NERD.

(h) Ensure that legislation and standards are accepted and adhered to.

(i) Provide adequate regulations for repository and digital bank matters.

(j) Enact the policy into laws to ensure sustainable service to the stake-

holders.

(k) Institution of cost-reflective profit-sharing arrangements to ensure

full participation of stakeholders, guarantee investment recovery, and the

deposit of government shares as revenues to designated authorities as may

be decided.

(l) Involve responsible Ministries, Departments, Agencies, Institutions,

and organizations in the execution of plans.

35.  To achieve the policy objectives, the strategies concerning each of the

components of the objectives are as follows :

(a) NERD system to meet the increasing number of students in all

tertiary institutions.

(b) Ensure that quality standards are maintained by the operator and

other stakeholders.

(c) Ensure that NERD services are affordable to users in the country.

(d) Adopt a private sector-led partnership initiative for NERD.

(e) Monitor and evaluate the performance of the programme.

(f) Ensure that legislation and standards are adhered to.

(g) Promote manpower development and capacity building in all par-

ticipating tertiary institutions and post-secondary schools.

(h) Promote awareness, education, and training.

(i) Institution of strategies to aid acceptability and compliance.

(j) NERD is a programme comprising several interrelated projects that

require careful planning and precision implementation to attain success.

(1).—(i)  Improvement and upgrade of NERD services to proactively

expand coverage nationwide to meet the level of demand in the sector for

effective socioeconomic activities.

(ii) Develop a plan incorporating a feasibility survey, demand projec-

tion, and investment or financial plan for the first five (5) years and ex-

pand to cover the entire project lifecycle.

Policy

Strategies

Sustainability,

improve-

ment, and

upgrade



          B  2001

(iii) Develop a comprehensive Responsibility Matrix with the na-

tional historical education databank as a goal.

(iv) Ensure regular power supply at the CDC through Independent

Power schemes.

(2)—(a) The NERD standards shall be the baseline for academic records,

the repository, digitization, and centralized credential management and verifi-

cation system.

(b)  Each institution is to be equipped with a digitization unit of appropri-

ate capacity.

(c)  Empower the NERD Council to monitor and protect the quality of

efforts towards compliance and direct appropriately when gaps are ob-

served.

(d)  Monitor the output of NERD for conformity with the objectives

defined in the policy.

(e)  Promote individual use of the system for individuals not affiliated

with any institution.

(3)—(a)  Conduct affordability surveys to determine the income levels of

various segments of users and sponsors or guardians.

(b)  Ensure billing is targeted at the cadre of users that can justifiably

afford it.

(c)  NERD service cost reduction options shall be pursued without

compromising the quality of service.

(d)  Improved management practices (financial management, opera-

tions, and maintenance) shall be institutionalized to keep the costs to a mini-

mum.

(e)  Institutionalize efficiency improvement techniques.

(f)  NERD activities shall be subjected to a performance monitoring

and evaluation program.

(g)  All final-year or graduating students shall be billed.

(h)  Provisions shall be made to extend service to poor students and the

vulnerable class.

(i)  The fee policy shall guarantee and accommodate subsidies for indi-

gent students.

(j)  The fee policy shall ensure that the time for the return on invest-

ment provides adequate comfort for the investor.
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(4)—(a)  The government shall ensure that the NERD system continues

to operate as the national flagship thus guaranteeing project longevity and

exclusivity for the investor to aid investment recovery by the private sector

(JV Partner) and promote sustainability.

(b)  Sequel to the above, the operator shall evolve modalities for subsi-

dies to enable validly indigent students to access NERD unfettered whilst

the government shall evolve modalities for the settlement of those subsi-

dies.

(5)—(a)  The federal government shall create the enabling environment

for a private operator to deploy, maintain, manage, and operate NERD.

(b)  The federal government shall establish a company limited by guar-

antee in partnership with the private sector and charged with the mandate

to serve as the operator of NERD.

(c)  The federal government shall establish a Council with the mandate

to address any issue that might threaten or undermine the goals and objec-

tives of NERD.

(d)  The federal government shall invoke current laws to aid the suc-

cess of the programme and formulate additional laws where necessary to

remove any ambiguity, promote the success of the project, and mainstream

the objectives of this Policy for sustainability as well as to guarantee invest-

ment recovery by the operator.

(6)—(a)  To develop standards and procedures for NERD.

(b)  When required by the operator, review stipulates, guidelines, and

regulations relevant to meeting the requirements for NERD's efficiency.

(c)  Ensure the implementation of the provisions of the NERD policy.

(d)  Upon approval, the policy stipulates shall constitute the NERD

Regulations.

(7)—(a)  The private sector shall provide year-round and daily technical

support for the NERD Programme.

(b)  The operator shall take steps to increase the capacity of stakehold-

ers and the capability of all institution-based NERD officials.

(c)  When required, regulating agencies and other stakeholders shall

provide support to ensure this objective is attained.

(d)  Key NERD focal persons per institution shall be trained in a train-

the-trainer scheme.

(8)—(a)  The government and the private sector partner will be encour-

aged to develop programmes seeking the collaboration of the media, especially
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the internet, newspapers, social media, TV, and radio channels, higher institu-

tions' notice boards, magazines, bulletins, etc to promote NERD.

(b) Employ various means to promote awareness, education, and pub-

licity for the various activities of NERD.

36.  The Federal Republic of Nigeria will adopt a three-pronged approach

to content validation and preservation, namely; first, strengthen the nation's

library services both at the federal and state levels to be better able to pre-

serve knowledge. Two, support or encourage all tertiary institutions to be able

to set up individual databases for the preservation of their academic outputs in

line with their autonomy. Lastly, the Federal Government of Nigeria will col-

laborate with the private sector to set up the first ever private-sector-led auto-

mated National Education Databank in the history of Africa as a commercial

enterprise and a bold statement as a principal contributor to the nation's digital

economy initiative.

PART FIVE –– POLICY STATEMENTS

37.  The following policy statements represent the directives, directive

stipulates, and regulations for the National Education Repository and

Databank:

(1)  The Nigeria Education Databank shall serve as the centralized and

enterprise electronic academic record management system and education docu-

ments bank of the Federal Republic of Nigeria for the education sector.  NERD

shall be the nation's one-stop shop functioning as the official bank for educa-

tion data and a repository of historical knowledge. The system shall be acces-

sible to all Nigerians and its resources and assets shall be commercially made

available to all tiers of institutions, the nation's library services and people as a

digital platform for the preservation of knowledge for the benefit of the nation

and the use of present and future generations. The system shall be built upon

the best and most reliable technology with layers of contingencies or disaster

recovery systems. The NERD Programme shall be designed, financed, devel-

oped, managed, maintained, and operated by the private sector in collaboration

with the government. Its benefits shall include data integrity, national data

consistency, record validation, knowledge preservation, originality check, posi-

tive competition, a reliable and timely credential verification scheme, enhanced

speed of service delivery, elimination of the menace of fake certificates and

diploma mills, ending capital flights resulting from continuous reliance upon

foreign applications, job creation, local content participation, intellectual prop-

erty monetization by authors through the Offtaker's Monetization Reward

scheme, revenue generation, and intensive capacity building.
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(2)  The Federal Ministry of Education shall provide leadership in ensuring

the attainment of the objectives of this policy. The Ministry shall promote col-

laboration among all stakeholders for the success of the programme and coor-

dinate the various tiers of education, the various regulating agencies, and the

leadership of various institutions towards providing adequate support for the

NERD system and the operator of the system to aid the attainment of the

objectives of the system. The Ministry shall coordinate the implementation

process and shall represent the government and its agencies.

(3)  The National Education Repository and Databank Council shall serve

as the coordinating body to review performance, activate institutions of state

to compel compliance, carry out periodic evaluations, and resolve issues that

may threaten or militate against the success of the NERD Programme. The

Council shall be headed by the Honourable Minister of Education as Chair-

man. Other members of the Council are :

(i)  the Permanent Secretary of the Federal Ministry of Education,

(ii) the Executive Secretaries of the regulating or Accrediting Agen-

cies (NUC, NBTE, NCCE, etc),

(iii)  the Chief Executive of the National Library of Nigeria (NLN),

(iv)  the Chief Executive of Nigeria Education Repository and

Databank Limited (NERD),

(v)  the Chief Executive of the Nigeria Data Protection   Commis-

sion ;

(vi)  the Chairmen of the Association or Committee of Vice Chan-

cellors, the Association or Committee of Rectors of Polytechnics, the

Association or Committee of Provosts of Colleges of Education in Nige-

ria, and ;

 (vii)  the Secretary of Nigeria Education Repository and Databank

Limited (NERD), who shall also serve as Secretary.

(4)   The  National Universities Commission shall provide university-spe-

cific leadership, and enforce usage compliance in all government-accredited

universities and other cadres or types of institutions within its regulatory over-

sight through a combination of persuasion, rewards, and obligation. The NUC

shall regularly issue compliance directives to each university and enforce these

as well as include the extent of compliance and ancillary metrics as crucial

indices in institution ranking, accreditation exercises, and other privileges.

(5)    The  National Board for Technical Education shall provide polytech-

nic-specific leadership to enforce usage compliance in all government-accred-

ited polytechnics and Monotechnics and other cadres or types of institutions
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within its regulatory oversight through a combination of persuasion, rewards,

and obligation. The NBTE shall regularly issue compliance directives to each

polytechnic and equivalent institution and enforce these as well as include the

extent of compliance and ancillary metrics as crucial indices in institution rank-

ing, accreditation exercises, and other privileges.

(6)   The  National Commission for Colleges of Education shall provide

college-specific leadership to enforce usage compliance in all government-

accredited colleges of education and other cadre or types of institutions within

its regulatory oversight through a combination of persuasion, rewards, and

obligation. The NCCE shall regularly issue compliance directives to each col-

lege of education and equivalent institution and enforce these as well as in-

clude the extent of compliance and ancillary metrics as crucial indices in insti-

tution ranking, accreditation exercises, and other privileges.

(7)  The National Youth Service Corps shall include evidence of submis-

sion of final academic output by each graduating student as a condition prece-

dent to participation in and mobilization for the NYSC scheme or exemption.

Each submission shall be validated by a NERD Submission Virtual Certificate

(NSVC) for each graduate. The NSVC shall serve as the NERD Compliance

Clearance (receipt). The NYSC shall obtain and synchronize an authentic list

of graduates that have fully complied with this requirement from NERD and

employ this in deciding its yearly list of genuine NYSC candidates in batches,

streams, etc.

(8)  The Industrial Training Fund (ITF) shall include evidence of deposit or

submission of SIWES or Industrial Training reports by a student as a manda-

tory prerequisite for the processing of SIWES funds or refund.

(9)  It shall be the responsibility of the leadership of each Tertiary Institu-

tion to facilitate and ensure full compliance with the objectives of this policy by

the students of each institution and their lecturers.

(10)  Every agency of government handling matters relating to students,

students' funding or faculty members' sponsorship,  or dealing with applicants

or issues relevant to applications for activities such as post-graduate scholar-

ships, tuition, fees, research funding, fellowships, higher diplomas, etc, shall

mandatorily include verified evidence of compliance with NERD and the suc-

cessful deposit of applicant's academic outputs (including previous final aca-

demic output) into NERD as an obligatory prerequisite for accessing the new

or desired privilege or service by the applicant.

(11)  The NERD system shall mainstream an integrated cross-institution

Dissertation and Thesis Examination, Review, and Evaluation (DiTERE) pro-
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cess with the capacity to link the academic report management and examina-

tion processes to enable supervisors, internal and external examiners to se-

curely access, review, comment, and advise students and candidates on their

thesis, dissertation, reports progress, link academics with other academics within

and outside their institutions and with the industry. It shall be the responsibility

of the Chief Executive of each tertiary institution to decide if or whether the

institution would join the DiTERE standard.

(12)  It shall be the responsibility of the private sector to fund or finance

the NERD Programme using a combination of debt, equity, grant, and other

financing models from local and foreign partners whilst it shall be the respon-

sibility of the government through its organs, like the Ministry, to protect the

investment and provide the required instrument for business tenure assurance,

exclusivity, and offtake guarantee in favour of the investor.

(13)  It shall be the responsibility of the Minister of Education to determine

the modalities for the participation or inclusion of other tiers of education in a

separate and extended instance of the NERD system.

(14)  Towards meeting the maintenance, support, and manpower require-

ments of NERD as well as the associated financial obligations, the operator of

the JV shall be allowed to charge each submission of a final Academic Output

by a graduating student user a one-off payment equivalent to 12.5% of the

gross monthly allowance of an NYSC corp member in that year. Each institu-

tion shall however be allowed to make local arrangements to enhance the

process. In the case of a student's I.T report, the operator shall be allowed to

charge each student an amount equivalent to 7.5% of the gross SIWES fund

or refund to a student in that year. Diaspora and similar fees shall be set by the

operator. Where increasing operational costs or prevailing economic situations

necessitated an upward review outside this guideline, this shall be effected

subject to the approval of the Minister or the management of each institution

as the case may be.

(15)  Other agencies of government that are not listed in this policy, shall

when required, provide needed support for the attainment of the goals and

objectives of this policy. The Minister for Education shall have the authority to

direct any agency of government under the supervision of the Federal Ministry

of Education to carry out specific tasks in support of attaining the objectives of

this policy.  Where an agency outside his purview is involved, the Education

Minister shall seek presidential approval or the concurrence of the relevant

Minister or authority overseeing that agency.

(16)   It shall be the responsibility of the head of each tertiary institution

such as a Vice Chancellor, Rector, Provost, etc to ensure that the verified
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electronic copy of results and the digital transcripts of each student, especially

a successfully graduated student, is warehoused in a special server-side data-

base in the institution with read-only access granted to NERD's secured web

service in specific formats as shall be published from time to time by the latter,

to aid the delivery of the instant National Credential Management and Verifi-

cation module of the NERD system whilst each institution shall engage NERD

to determine the acceptable profit sharing modalities and related consider-

ations.

(17)  It shall be the responsibility of the head of each tertiary institution

(Vice Chancellor, Rector, Provost, etc) to ensure that each institution main-

tains a functional NERD support unit to act as the first-level technical support

unit for the NERD system in the institution.

(18)  It shall be the responsibility of the operator of the JV to ensure that

each institution is paid its share of the pro-rated commercial value of transac-

tions emanating from the National Credential Management and Verification

module and other modules based on predetermined profit-sharing terms or

formulas.

(19)  It shall be the responsibility of the Minister to ensure that the Opera-

tor is provided requisite institutional support to accomplish the objectives of

NERD through the Electronic System for the Management and Administra-

tion of Thesis (eSMAT), the Nigeria National Research Repository (2NR), the

National Credential Management and Verification System (NCMVS) with the

establishment of the National Credential Management and Verification Cen-

tre, the National Similarity Detector and Plagiarism Checker (nSDPC) to drive

the Mandatory Originality Check (MOC), the Giant Shoulder Project (GSP),

the National Centralized Content Registry (CCR), the Special Nigeria (Na-

tional) Indexes of Academic Publications (SNIAP), the automated National

Students Clearing House, ISBN automated repository in collaboration with the

National Library and other library services, the integrated cross-institutions

Dissertation, Thesis Examination, Review, and Evaluation (DiTERE) process,

a National Log or Register of Term Papers and Seminar Reports, as well as

the Nationwide Integrated Library and Archival Data (NiLAD) system in col-

laboration with library services nationwide, economic National Equitable Ac-

cess to Teaching (NEAT) covering lecture notes, non-copyrighted textbooks,

special textbook arrangements, and other academic materials for the minimum

academic requirements for all undergraduates and post-graduate courses, with

the project also serving as the National Academic Registry and Databank

(NARD) for texts and audio-visual assets, and the National Repository of

Academic Texts (NRAT).
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(20)  It shall be the responsibility of the head of each institution (Vice

Chancellor, Rector, Provost, Principals, etc), Registrars, Directors, and their

Librarians to ensure that all available past manuscripts and publications, since

the establishment of that institution, are sourced, collated, digitized, indexed,

and included in the NERD system by the operator while they shall also ensure

seamless integration of credentials into the NCMVS to end qualification fraud

and certificate fakery as well as ease credential (certificate, diploma, etc)

validation whilst it shall be the responsibility of the Federal Government and

employers to lead compliance within and outside the education sector, includ-

ing among employers of labour (public, private, military, or civilian) in leverag-

ing the credential verification service to proactively prevent employment-re-

lated certificate or qualification fraud as well as end the parade of fake un-

earned honours that threaten academic integrity and the honour processes.

(21)  Lecturers in all tertiary institutions shall have the option of an opt-in

alternative of monetized deposits of their publications to commercialize those

publications. A monetized publication by a lecturer, a faculty member, or stu-

dent, etc shall qualify the author and the institution for a lifetime defined per-

centages of revenue incidental to a paid download or use of that specific pub-

lication, as shall be agreed by NERD with the management of that institution,

subject to paid patronage.

(22)  It shall be the responsibility of all stakeholders led by the Minister to

ensure that the Private Sector Partner develops, hosts, and operates the NERD

special modules and special databases of NERD-indexed-journals to mitigate

capital flight by serving as a credible national alternative to journal indexes like

SCOPUS, China National Knowledge Infrastructure (CNKI), Indonesia

Garuda Indexing, SCImago, etc, while NERD-indexed-journals shall upon the

approval of this Policy by the Federal Executive Council stand designated by

the Federal Government as acceptable Special (and Superior) National In-

dexes of Academic Publications (SNIAP) for the purpose of ranking, funding,

career growth, and promotion and available to willing Nigerian academics

whereby the Federal Government shall ensure this is communicated to all

Governing Councils and tertiary institutions' managements by the NUC, NBTE,

and NCCE as a strategic national incentive to academics.

(23)  It shall be the responsibility of all stakeholders led by the Minister to

ensure the NERD Programme, through its official Registers, Logs, students'

unique identifiers, and National Credential Numbers, functions as a quality

assurance check and as a yearly independent proof of continuous academic

enrolment and affiliation against the menace of diploma mills and fake degrees

regardless of location. The system will be biometric-enabled for positive iden-

tity enrolment leveraging both the National Identification Number (NIN) and
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the Bank Verification Number (BVN) and strengthen quality education deliv-

ery and administration, mandate similarity checks through the National Simi-

larity Checker and Plagiarism Detector, eliminate opacity and entrench posi-

tive competition in an atmosphere of absolute transparency as every Nigerian

student shall be known by their yearly academic status, unique identifier inte-

gral to their NINs but ancillary to their institution-assigned matriculation num-

bers and be reachable anywhere in the world as scholars.

(24)  It shall be the responsibility of all stakeholders led by the Minister to

ensure and drive all-round compliance with the Declaration of Effectiveness

of NERD, especially by agencies outside the direct purview of the Federal

Ministry of Education such as the NYSC sequel to the President's power to

make regulations for the service corps as provided in Sections 2(4)(4) and

16(1)(C) of the NYSC Act, Cap. N84, Laws of the Federation of Nigeria,

2004 which the Minister shall formally seek its exercise by the President (in

Council) through the approval of this Policy by the Federal Executive Council

which with the combined effect of Article 144(5) of the Constitution shall

thereby mandate an adjustment to the NYSC's criteria for mobilization or ex-

emption whereby only students who have fully complied with NERD stan-

dards on credential validation, contribution to knowledge, etc as enshrined in

the NERD Policy shall be mobilized or exempted regardless of whether they

had their education experience within or outside Nigeria.

(25)  It shall be the responsibility of the Federal Government of Nigeria to

grant to the Private Sector Partner the right to access critical information

required in the discharge of its responsibilities and ensure that credentials,

namely results, diplomas, degrees, and certificates in Nigeria, from all recog-

nized or government-accredited post-secondary schools and tertiary institu-

tions in Nigeria regardless of ownership type bear or carry inconspicuous and

an unobtrusive unique primary key, the NCN, a credential-specific identifier

and code integral to the owner's NIN (and BVN) records as part of measures

to end the menace of fake results, degrees, certificate, and diploma while

collaborating with and maintaining mutually agreeable Application Program-

ming Interface (API) calls to the servers of schools, and existing national

flagships such as WAEC, NECO, JAMB, NIMC, NYSC, ITF, etc as part of

its record and credential vetting protocols with strict adherence to the privacy

protection regulations of the Nigeria Data Protection Commission.

(26)  It shall be the responsibility of all stakeholders to ensure the

sustainability of the NERD system and the success of the activities of the

operator.

(27)  Notwithstanding the general nature of Section 37(12), it shall be the
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responsibility of the private sector to fund the totality of the project. It shall be

the responsibility of the government to enforce the Policy, and guarantee busi-

ness tenure, exclusivity, and offftake (offtake assurance) to the JV Partner

and its financial partners.

38.  The key highlights of the Policy shall be :

(a)  obligatory deposit in the NERD system or National Databank, ef-

fective from the date of the approval of the NERD Policy by the Federal

Government of Nigeria, of the electronic copy of all students' records in all

post-secondary schools and tertiary institutions in a format prescribed by

the operator as well as the deposit of final project reports by each student

(thesis, dissertation, project report, etc) upon completion of degree

programmes (Bachelors, Masters, and PhDs), or Diploma (National Di-

ploma, Higher National Diploma, Postgraduate Diploma, and related quali-

fications) or Certificate (National Certificate of Education, etc) or other

specialised qualifications accredited by authorized agencies of the Federal

Government of Nigeria, as well as the reports of SIWES, Industrial Attach-

ment programmes, etc during the course of any programme in any govern-

ment-approved tertiary institution in Nigeria,

(b)  inclusion of evidence of successful deposit of final academic re-

port, etc in the National Databank by each graduating student as an addi-

tional pre-requisite for participation in or exemption from the National Youth

Service Corps (NYSC) and the inclusion of evidence of deposit of SIWES

and I.T reports etc in the National Databank as an additional prerequisite

for the fund or refund to students by the Industrial Training Fund effective

from the date of the approval of the NERD Policy by the Federal Govern-

ment of Nigeria,

(c)  incentive-based compliance mechanism by agencies of govern-

ment such as the NUC, NBTE, NCCE, the Nigerian Institute of Science

Laboratory Technology (NISLT), the Nursing and Midwifery Council of

Nigeria, and other ancillary organs of government requiring a volume count

of annual deposits per institution or school on NERD as a prerequisite index

in the estimation of the performance of each institution in annual academic

ranking, quality assurance, and performance evaluation or as a condition-

precedent to certain privileges,

(d)  incentive-based compliance mechanism to encourage institutions

to utilize the NERD system for the review and or management of the entire

life cycle of each student's project or dissertation/thesis development, inter-

nal appraisal, external appraisal by external examiners, and anti-plagiarism

moderation (originality checks),
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(e)  enrolment of each bonafide student in the national education databank

upon admission with the issuance of the national student number and the

fixed part of the NCN, as well as the regular release of academic data

infographics and or academic output deposit statistics by NERD to educa-

tion stakeholders and the public,

(f)  encouragement of institutions towards the deposit of verified and

approved electronic copies of results and the digital transcripts of each

successful graduate in a special server-side database in the institution with

read-only permission granted to NERD's secured web service in specific

formats as shall be published from time to time by the latter, to aid the

delivery of the instant National Credential Management and Verification

module of the NERD system,

(g)  individual authors of works and the respective tertiary institution

shall continue to own their works. Deposit of works on NERD, though

obligatory, does not cede the ownership of that work to NERD, EVIS, or

the JV partner. The role of NERD is that of a Giant Shoulder national

platform, a Public Virtual Warehouse, or a National Digital Bank for the

pervasive and perpetual preservation of knowledge for the next generation,

and;

(h)  Development and operation of all the projects, components or mod-

ules of the NERD Programme by the Private Sector as distinct services

with a set of related measures or activities with particular long-term aims or

goals that help to fulfil the overall objective of NERD and make those ser-

vices available within and outside the education sector to stimulate excel-

lence; and with the Federal Government leading compliance within and

outside the education sector, including among employers of labour (public,

private, military, or civilian) in leveraging the credential verification service

for validation and evaluation processes to proactively prevent employment-

related certificate fraud as well as end the parade of fake unearned honours

that threaten academic integrity and the honour processes.

39.  In the overriding national interest, the NERD scheme will entrench

live precision data collection, processing, and management, education data

preservation, and inter-institution data exchange and collaboration. It will elimi-

nate opacity in education content management, leverage economy of scale to

equitably make academic materials available to all, and protect proprietary

works while not undermining the autonomy of each institution. The global big

data analytics in education market was valued at $13.58 billion in 2020 and is

projected to reach $57.14 billion by 2030. The global School Management

System market size was valued at USD 21.3 billion in 2023. Similarly, the

global Education and Learning Analytics Market size was valued at USD 35.5
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billion in 2023 and is poised to grow from USD 43.77 billion by 2024 while the

global repository market is forecast to reach USD 9.85 billion by 2027. A

strategic objective of the NERD Programme is to secure economic advan-

tages for Nigeria from these markets as a participant and regional leader in

Africa. Significantly, the strategy of the Federal Government is not to herd

Nigerians into becoming greater participants in that market as consumers.

Rather, the NERD Programme will trigger the private sector to secure a glo-

bal advantage for Nigeria in that market as valued producers of economic

means along the enterprise electronic school management system, repository

document/credential validation/archiving system value chain to the advantage

of the country's economy.  The regulations and directives in this Policy have

thus been intentionally crafted toward securing this strategic regional edge for

Nigeria.

40.  For the purpose of this Policy —

“NERD” means National (or Nigerian/Nigeria) Education Repository and

Databank

“NED” means National (or Nigerian/Nigeria) Education Databank

“MOU” means Memorandum of Understanding

“NUC” means  National Universities Commission

“NBTE” means  National Board for Technical Education

“NCCE” means  National Commission for Colleges of Education

“NCN” means  National Credential Number

“NACVN” means  National Academic Credential Verification Number

“NECO” means National Examination Council

“NIAP” means  Nigeria Indexes of Academic Publications

“NIMC” means  National Identity Management Commission

“NIN” means  National Identity Number

“NISLT” means  Nigerian Institute of Science and Laboratory Technol-

ogy

“NLN” means National Library of Nigeria

“NCMVS” means National Credential Management and Verification    Sys-

tem and is the same as National Credential Verification Service (NCVS)

“NCVC” means National Credential Verification Centre (an outfit, unit or

organ established by the operator to provide academic credential verification

service for Nigeria as a national flagship) and it is the same as National Cre-

dential Management and Verification Centre (NCMVC)

“OER” means Open Educational Resources

Interpretation
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“BVN” means Bank Verification Number

“CDC” means Central Data Centre

“KE” means Knowledge-Economy

“EVIS” means Education Virtual Infrastructure Services

“ITF” means  Industrial Training Fund

“KBE” means  Knowledge-Based Economy

“ISBN” means International Standard Book Number

“JAMB” means Joint Admission and Matriculation Board

“JV” means Joint Venture

“JVP” means Joint Venture Partner

“NYSC” means National Youth Services Corps

“2NR” means  Nigerian National Research Repository

“eSMAT” means  Electronic System for the Management and

Administration of Thesis

“NiLAD” means  Nationwide Integrated Library and Archival Data

“NSVC” means  NERD Submission Virtual Certificate (an instrument

that contains a special transaction ID or primary key for the deposited item) or

NERD Receipt and is the basis for a NERD Compliance Clearance (NCC)

“NSN” means National Student Number

“SIWES” means  Students Industrial Work Experience Scheme

“SNIAP” means  Special National Indexes of Academic Publications and

includes National Academic Publication and Indexing Database (NAPID)

“WAEC” means  West African Examination Council.

“An accredited institution” is one formally recognized to carry out

academic activities by an accrediting agency.

“An accrediting agency” or a “regulating agency” refers to an organ

or agency of government such as the NUC, NBTE, NCCE, etc, empowered

by law to carry out accreditation of tertiary institutions.

“An academic output” refers to ;

(i) an academic manuscript or report generated by a student in the course

of undergoing academic programmes in an accredited institution in Nigeria

either in full or partial fulfillment of the requirements for the award of a certifi-

cate, a diploma, or a degree during undergraduate or postgraduate programmes,

(ii) an academic result, diploma, certificate, or degree or other academic

credentials of students in any accredited post-secondary school and tertiary

institution in Nigeria, and ;
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(iii) a journal article or academic publication by a lecturer with the poten-

tial to contribute to the lecturer's appraisal and promotion as well as academic

publications by other cadres of scholars and students - whilst examples of

Academic Outputs include theses, dissertations, project reports, teaching prac-

tice reports, term papers, seminar papers, SIWES or I.T. reports, internship

reports, journal articles, case studies, credentials, results, and digital or elec-

tronic copies of transcripts.

“Concession agreement” means a legally binding agreement between

the government and the concessionaire

“Council” means the Governing Council for NERD.

“Credential(s)” means results, diplomas, degrees, certificates, etc issued

by an institution, institute, centre, or an examination authority or body.

The “JV Partner” means the private company approved by the Federal

Government as the preferred JV Partner and with the mandate to commer-

cially operate the JV.

“Tertiary institutions” or “institution”refer to universities, polytechnics,

colleges of education, monotechnics, research institutes, specialized post-gradu-

ate schools or colleges, and all government-approved post-secondary institu-

tions that offer structured learning whether public or privately owned which

shall include colleges of agriculture, colleges of health, school of nursing, school

of midwifery, and other specialized education delivery institutions.

“Investment” means the historical assets or capital put into the develop-

ment and operation of the NERD project by the JV Partner which can be in

the form of time, money, effort, innovation, sweat, etc., in hopes of a greater

payoff in the future than what was originally put in.

“Manuscript” refers to an item considered as an academic output except

if the context dictates otherwise.

“MemArt” means Memorandum and Articles of Association.

“Minister” means the Minister of Education.

“Ministry” means the Federal Ministry of Education.

“Nigeria Education Databank or National Education Digital Bank”

means the National Education Repository and Databank (NERD) as a system

that refers to the Nigeria Education Repository and Databank programme.

“National Credential Number” means the National Academic Creden-

tial Verification Number, a unique verifier for each academic credential that

plays a similar role as the National Document Verification Number, both being

unique to each student, lecturer, or author.

“NERD”, depending on context, refers to National (or Nigeria) Education
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Repository and Databank or the National Education Repository and Databank

Limited.

“NERD Policy” means this Policy and refers to the Nigerian Government's

plan of action, orders, regulations, directives, and set of overarching rules,

instructions, and guidelines approved by the Federal Executive Council of Ni-

geria to provide direction for the implementation and operation of the NERD

Programme.

“NERD Programme” or “NERD Project's Components” or “Compo-

nents and/or Modules of the NERD System” means the set of projects un-

der the NERD System or programme such as the Electronic System for the

Management and Administration of Thesis (eSMAT), the Nigeria National

Research Repository (2NR), the Nigeria (National) Credential Management

and Verification System (NCMVS) with the establishment of the National

Credential Management and Verification Centre, the Nigeria (National) Simi-

larity Detector and Plagiarism Checker (nSDPC) to drive the Mandatory Origi-

nality Check (MOC), the Giant Shoulder Project (GSP), the National Central-

ized Content Registry (CCR), the Special Nigeria (National) Indexes of Aca-

demic Publications (SNIAP), the automated National Students Clearing House,

ISBN automated repository in collaboration with the National Library and other

library services, the integrated cross-institutions Dissertation, Thesis Exami-

nation, Review, and Evaluation (DiTERE) process, a Nigeria (National) Log

or Register of Term Papers and Seminar Reports, as well as the Nationwide

Integrated Library and Archival Data (NiLAD) system in collaboration with

library services nationwide, economic Nigeria (National) Equitable Access to

Teaching (NEAT) scheme covering lecture notes, non-copyrighted textbooks,

special textbook arrangements, and other academic materials for the minimum

academic requirements for all undergraduates and post-graduate courses, with

the Project also serving as the National Academic Registry and Databank

(NARD) for texts and audiovisuals assets, and the National Repository of

Academic Texts (NRAT).

“NED” refers to and is a synonym for NERD.

“National” means Nigeria and is authorized for use interchangeably ex-

cept where a specific context dictates a variation.

“Deposit of an Item in NERD” means the successful electronic input or

entry of the textual, image, and or audio-visual content, where applicable, of

academic output and records into any of the modules of the Nigeria Education

Databank, and each instance of this is considered an Offtake.

The “Operator” means the JV which is a government-owned private

entity limited by guarantee, with the mandate to build, develop, deploy, and

manage the National Education Databank while the term (operator) also re-
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fers to the JV Partner in certain contexts.

“Operator of the JV” means the Concessionaire/JV Partner.

“Regulators” are accrediting agencies such as the NUC, NBTE, and

NCCE.

“SIWES report” means a report submitted by a student at the end of an

industrial or SIWES attachment, and also refers to the Industrial Training or

Industrial Attachment report.

“Offtakers” refer to students, lecturers, institutions with subscriptions,

and organizations that pay or make paid submissions or contributions of aca-

demic outputs to the NERD system or that leverage any of the services inci-

dental to the NERD programme.

41. These Regulation may be cited as the National Policy for the Nigeria

Education Repository and Databank Regulation 2025.

Short title
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FIRST SCHEDULE

INSTITUTIONAL ARRANGEMENTS

The institutional structures for the National Education Repository and Databank

are listed below:

Policy formation and Coordination Bodies

1.––(1)  Federal Ministry of Education

(2)  National Education Repository and Databank Council

Service Providers

2. ––(1)  National Education Repository and Databank Limited

(2)  Private Sector Joint venture partner (the preferred JV Partner)

Regulatory Bodies

3. –– (1)  National Universities Commission

(2)  National Board for Technical Education

(3)  National Commission for Colleges of Education

(4)  National Youth Service Corps

(5)  Industrial Training Fund

(6)  Nursing and Midwifery Council of Nigeria

Offtakers

4. ––(1)  Each tertiary institution

(2)  Each library service

(3)  Students

(4)  Lecturers

(5)  Institutional offtakers

(6)  Commercial offtakers

(7)  Industrial offtakers

(8)  Public and private organization offtakers

(9)  Research institutes.
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Support Services

5. ––(1)  Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs)

(2)  Development partners

(3)  The Private Sector

 Roles and responsibilities of the bodies

6. –– (1) The Federal Government of Nigeria shall perform its roles through

the Federal Ministry of Education (FME) or other appropriate agencies and

shall be responsible for ;

(a) Policy enactment and awareness campaigns

(b) Enforcement of compliance

(c) Encouragement of other agencies of government to enforce com-

pliance.

(d) Collaborate with other Ministries, Departments and Agencies, and

the operator of the JV on emerging issues relating to the success of the

system.

(e) Developing educational materials on NERD to enlighten the public.

(f) Supporting the inclusion of the NERD Literacy module in the

early year school curriculum of tertiary institutions to entrench the knowl-

edge of mandatory contribution to knowledge via the national databank in

students and faculty members.

(g)  Project coordination, contracting obligations (project's tenure as-

surance, performance/offtake guarantee, and comfort instrument on behalf

of the government), and serving as the gatekeeper for the protection of the

project.

NERD Governing Council

(2)  National Education Repository and Databank Governing Council

shall ;

(a) Serve as the coordinating body to review performance

(b) Activate authority and institutions of state to compel compliance

(c) Carry out periodic evaluations, and resolve issues that may threaten

or militate against the success of the NERD system.

(d) Formulate and approve new policies and programmes to strengthen

the system, enhance investment recovery, and improve revenue generation

by the NERD system.

(e) Lead processes and ensure the enactment of relevant NERD laws
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to implement guidelines and policies.

(f) Facilitate the issuance and delivery of necessary correspondences

as may be identified by the operator.

(g) Have the authority to approve an upward review of charges when

necessary.

(h) Have the authority to approve the Nigerian Referencing Standards

and Styles.

Operator

(3)  The operator shall be responsible for ;

(a) The finance, design, development, deployment, management, main-

tenance, and operation of the National Education Repository and Databank

system through the JV Partner.

(b)  The design, construction, building, and equipping of the required

physical and virtual infrastructure.

(c)  The provision of training and capacity building.

(d)  Provision of NERD Access Credentials (login, NCN, etc) to all

students, lecturers, and other faculty members through each institution's

chief executive or designated officials and the administration of the docu-

ments/credentials validation codes.

(e)  Regular review and publishing of NERD-approved forms, stan-

dards, and specifications for the submission of academic outputs, adminis-

tration of special numbers and codes, etc.

(f)  The collection of charges payable to NERD.

(g)  The provision of expert advice leading to policy formulation, data

collection, resources and demand surveys, monitoring, evaluation, and coor-

dination of technical and commercial activities, studies, research, and de-

velopment for the success of the following, among others :

(i)  The historical computerization, automation, digitization, and digi-

talization of past academic records and documents from the start of ter-

tiary education in Nigeria.

(ii) The present/continuous digitization of academic outputs and journal

indexes.

(iii)  The National Credential Management and Verification module

of NERD.

(iv)  The development and deployment of other emerging modules of

the system (as may be shaped by emerging technologies and expanding

innovation space).
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(v)  National indexes of academic publications, centralized lecture

notes, and non-copyrighted books, etc.

National Universities Commission

(4)  National Universities Commission shall be responsible for ;

(a)  Enforcing usage compliance in all government-accredited universi-

ties (accredited institutions) and other cadres or types of institutions within

its regulatory oversight

(b)  Leveraging a combination of persuasion, rewards, and obligation to

achieve usage compliance by the institutions, students, and lecturers.

(c)  Regularly issue compliance directives to each university and en-

force these as well as include them as crucial metrics in institution ranking,

accreditation exercises, and other privileges.

(d)  Preparation of annual report on universities' compliance.

National Board for Technical Education

(5)  National Board for Technical Education  shall be responsible for ;

(a)  Enforcing usage compliance in all government-accredited poly-

technics (accredited institutions) and other cadres or types of institutions

within its regulatory oversight for project reports, term papers, etc.

(b)  Leveraging a combination of persuasion, rewards, and obligation to

achieve usage compliance by the institutions, students, and lecturers.

(c)  Regularly issue compliance directives to each polytechnic or equiva-

lent institution and enforce these as well as include them as crucial metrics

in institution ranking, accreditation exercises, and other privileges.

(d)  Preparation of annual report on polytechnic compliance.

National Commission for Colleges of Education

(6)  The National Commission for Colleges of Education shall be respon-

sible for ;

(a)  Enforcing usage compliance in all government-accredited colleges

of education (accredited institution) and other cadres or types of institutions

within its regulatory oversight for teaching practice reports, term papers,

etc.

(b)  Leveraging a combination of persuasion, rewards, and obligation to

achieve usage compliance by the institutions, students, and lecturers.

(c)  Regularly issue compliance directives to each college or equivalent

institution and enforce these as well as include them as crucial metrics in

institution ranking, accreditation exercises, and other privileges.
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(d)  Preparation of annual report on colleges of education's compli-

ance.

National Library of Nigeria

(7)  The National Library of Nigeria (NLN) shall be responsible for ;

(a)  Supporting the NERD system for the digitization and indexing of

archival materials, when required.

(b)  Maintaining a code-level digital handshake with the NERD system

on the electronic preservation of contents, when required.

(c)  Promote content interoperability between its digital database and

NERD, when required.

National Youth Service Corps

(8)  The National Youth Service Corps shall be responsible for ;

(a)  Ensuring that evidence of submission of final academic output by

each graduating student is a condition precedent to participation in or ex-

emption from the NYSC scheme.

(b)  Ensuring that each graduate's claim of submission is validated by a

NERD Submission Virtual Certificate obtained from the NERD system as

a prerequisite for mobilization or exemption.

(c)  Obtaining and synchronizing an authentic list of graduates that have

fully complied with the NERD submission requirement and employing this

in deciding its yearly list of genuine NYSC candidates in all batches, streams,

etc.

Industrial Training Fund

(9)  The Industrial Training Fund (ITF) shall be responsible for ;

(a)  Ensuring that verified evidence of successful deposit of students'

institution-approved report of Students' Industrial Work Experience Scheme

(SIWES) or Industrial Training (IT) or Industrial Attachment etc into NERD

by an Industrial Training student or SIWES participant is an obligatory pre-

requisite for accessing IT or SIWES fund or refund by all participants.

(b)  Ensuring that each claim of submission is validated by a NERD

Submission Virtual Certificate obtained from the NERD system.

(c)  Obtaining and synchronizing an authentic list of SIWES or I.T

students that have fully complied with the NERD submission requirement

and employing this in deciding payments.
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Federal Ministry of Information

(10)  The Federal Ministry of Information shall ;

(a)  Collaborate with line agencies on public enlightenment campaigns

on the NERD system.

(b)  Develop strategies for improved public awareness of the NERD

system.

Other Organs or Agencies of the Federal Government

(11)  Other organs or agencies of the federal government ;

(a)  The Minister for Education shall have the authority to assign spe-

cific responsibilities or issue general or specific directives to agencies of

government that are not listed or allocated specific roles in this policy pro-

vided such an agency is under the supervision of the Federal Ministry of

Education.

(b)  When there exists a functional need for an agency outside the

supervision of the Federal Ministry of Education to execute a specific task,

the Minister for Education shall be at liberty to seek presidential approval or

seek the concurrence of other Ministers or officials with the oversight of

that agency, as the case may be.

(c)  From the date of effectiveness of this Policy, every agency of

government handling matters relating to students, students' funding, or fac-

ulty members' funding or dealing with applicants or issues relevant to appli-

cations for activities such as post-graduate scholarships, research funding,

fellowships, higher diplomas, etc, shall mandatorily include verified evidence

of successful deposit of applicant's previous final academic outputs into

NERD as an obligatory prerequisite for accessing the new or desired privi-

lege or service by the applicant.

States and Local Governments

(12)  States and Local Governments shall be responsible for ;

(a)  Creation of awareness in the respective state and local govern-

ment area.

(b)  Liaising with the federal government and line agencies to seek

clarification when required.

(c)  Support and encourage state-owned institutions to participate in

NERD.

(d)  Monitoring of the use of the revenues received by state-owned

institutions from the NERD system.
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Offtakers

(13)  Offtakers shall be responsible for ;

(a)  Prompt compliance with usage and associated rules.

(b)  Escalation of technical issues to the operator.

(c)  Payment of charges

(d)  Collection of NERD Submission Virtual Certificate consequent to

a successful submission or deposit of an item.

Tertiary Institutions

(14)  The roles of tertiary institutions shall among others include ;

(a)  Promoting the NERD system for the use of the institution's com-

munity.

(b)  Creating local rules and incentives within the institution to encour-

age usage compliance by students, lecturers, and other faculty members.

(c)  Provision of office space for the institution-based NERD Support

unit.

(d)  Facilitate read-only electronic transmission of validated virtual cop-

ies of each graduate's final year results and digitized transcripts through the

web service of NERD for the National Credential Management and Verifi-

cation module in NERD-approved formats.

(e)  Supporting and collaborating with NERD for the successful alloca-

tion of NERD Access Credentials to all students, lecturers, and other fac-

ulty members.

(f)  Submitting yearly statistics on academic outputs on NERD to the

respective regulating agency.

(g)  Setting local rules to promote mandatory originality checks by stu-

dents before the final production or submission of academic outputs.

(h)  Enforce mandatory submission of academic outputs to NERD by

students.

(i)  Setting up a local repository for the individual institution and encour-

aging the local repository to be capable of executing a two-way data ex-

change with NERD via automated web services.

(j)  Collection of the institution's share of the revenue from NERD.

NGOs

(15)  The NGOs shall ;

(a)  be encouraged to assist in the mobilization of offtake communities

to utilize the system as a national flagship.
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(b)  Provide support to all line agencies and stakeholders in the suc-

cessful delivery of their mandates.

Development Partners

(16)  The role of development partners shall include ;

(a)  Supporting the operator on funding issues.

(b)  Capacity building

(c)   Assist with resource mobilization for the operator

(d)  Advocacy

(e)  Support for research and development and, where appropriate,

facilitation of learning alliances.

(f) Support for guidance and planning and strategy implementa-

tion and review of policy targets.

Private Sector

(17)  The role of the private sector shall include ;

(a)  Financing the project's entire life cycle.

(b)  Being on the joint venture as the principal partner to the govern-

ment (i.e., serving as the de facto operator).

(c)  Ensuring the government's agreed portion of revenue is delivered,

remitted, and distributed as approved and as when due.

(d)  Ensuring that each tertiary institution's portion of pro-rated revenue

is delivered, remitted, and distributed as agreed and as when due.

(e)  Promptly escalate any potential challenge to the Minister of Educa-

tion and or the Council.

(f)  Discharge corporate social responsibilities by undertaking initiatives

for a safe and improved education sector.

(g)  The Operator shall be a long-run Joint Venture (JV) between the

Federal Government and the preferred JV Partner and shall be incorpo-

rated as a distinct purpose-specific investment vehicle and operated exclu-

sively by the JV Partner.

(h)  The structure and terms of the JV shall be properly defined in a

Memorandum and Articles of Association (MemArt) and a Memorandum

of Understanding (MOU) or Agreement subscribed to and duly executed

by authorized representatives of the Federal Government and authorized

representatives of the JV partner.

(i)  The JV Partner shall have management control and the authority to

execute all the mandates of the Operator on behalf of the JV and shall
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indemnify the government from liabilities subject to the latter's fidelity to

operating and enforcing the NERD Policy for the protection of the invest-

ment.

(j)  The JV partner shall be appointed by the Federal Executive Council

subject to the recommendation of the Minister.

(k) the Operator shall report to the Minister as well as report to the

Federal Executive Council and the President through the Minister.

Media

(18)  The government shall encourage both Print and Electronic media

 to ;

(a)  Propagate built-in messages in its entertainment programmes and

develops educational programmes on NERD-related issues.

(b)  Publish news and articles to make people aware of NERD-related

issues and motivate them to participate and comply.
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SECOND SCHEDULE

SUSTAINABILITY AND FINANCING

Sources of Funding

1.  Funding for developing the NERD system shall generally come from

the following sources ;

(a)  The principal private sector JV partner shall remain the primary

and sole financier of the NERD system and its activities, particularly to

manage its development, deployment, maintenance, daily technical support,

operation, hosting services, construction, and equipping of the national data

centre, provision of special national journal indexes, construction and equip-

ping the national credential management and verification unit, and the coor-

dination of the digitization of past academic outputs towards achieving the

objectives and goals of this policy using a combination of debt, equity, grants,

etc undertaken wholly by the private sector with the government providing

an assurance of obligatory usage by target offtakers as an incentive to

financiers.

(b)  Personal viability gap funding by the principal or preferred JV

partner to ensure immediate and adequate availability or provision of funds.

(c)  ) Usage charges, access fees, item-submission and deposit fees,

service levies, verification charges, content monetization, ads, report filing,

clearance fees, subscription payments, and billings arising from specified

categories of usage, users and business entities.

(d)  Non-governmental organizations raising funds for the operator or

JV Partner from voluntary private contributions or grants from international

agencies.

(e)  Local banks, bonds, special intervention funds from local and for-

eign development partners, and other financial institutions offering short-

term, medium-term, or long-term loans to the operator of the JV or the JV

Partner at special rates.

(f)  International Financial Institutions such as the World Bank etc.

(g)  International aid from multilateral, bilateral sources, or external

support agencies available as grants or as loans on concessional terms to

the operator or JV Partner.

Funding of Capital Projects

2.  Capital projects such as the national data centre shall be financed by

the private sector partner.
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Sharing Ratio, Sustainable Cost and Invenstment Recovery

3.—(a)  Equity ownership in the operator for NERD

Sustainable Cost and Investment Recovery

 4.  The Federal Government on behalf of the Federal Republic of Nigeria

shall ensure the sustainability of the system and its continuous utilization by

shielding it from the vagaries of political interference, witch-hunt, and policy

changes in order to strategically guarantee continuous offtake, continuous rev-

enues, and enduring long-term opportunities for cost, investment recovery, and

profit for the operator of the JV and the government. This will provide comfort

for the recovery of the capital expenditure and operational expenditure (i.e.,

operating and maintenance costs) incurred by the investor in financing the

project. Both capital and operational costs shall be the sole responsibility of the

JV Partner.

(b)  Profit sharing in the operator for NCMVS

Federal

Government

Entity Equity Risk (Lability) Remark

JV Partner
To mitigate investment

recovery and assure

financiers.

Profit derives from

Sweat Equity vide

policy ecosystem.

20 % 0 %

80 % 100 %

Shareholding in the JV between the Private Sector and Government

Federal

Government

Entity Share of Profit Risk (Lability) Remark

JV Partner

Institutions

(Pro-rated)

Profit derives from

‘Sweat Equity’ vide or-

ganic resource owner-

ship.

To mitigate investment

recovery and assure

financiers.

Profit derives from

Sweat Equity vide

policy ecosystem.

10 % 0 %

50 % 100 %

40 % 0 %

Sharing formula for the reveues derived from the NCMVS Centre
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NERD usage charges

5.—(a)  All students, lecturers, and representatives of the regulating agencies

shall have unfettered access to the NERD system.

(b)  All submissions to the NERD system shall be considered a billed

instance.

(c)  Each submission of final academic output shall be billed by the

operator at the rate of a one-off payment equivalent to 12.5% of the gross

monthly allowance of an NYSC corps member. This payment shall be paid

only once to validate or as evidence of the submission of a final Academic

Output by each graduating student. In the case of a student's I.T report, the

operator shall be allowed to charge each student an amount equivalent to

7.5% of the gross SIWES fund or refund to a student in that year.

(d)  The Council shall have the authority to decide and approve fees

payable by other cadres of users, with the operator coming up with an

acceptable model or strategy for payment.

(e)  Upward review of charges when required shall be subject to the

approval of the Council.

(f)   Diaspora charges and related fees shall be fixed by the op-

erator cost-reflectively.

Subsidies and Free Usage in Certain Instances

6.—(a)  The charging or payment policy shall accommodate nominal sub-

sidies with the Operator of the JV being empowered to submit formal sugges-

tions on investment recovery strategies and requests for payment that can

mitigate the impact of subsidised users thereby ensuring that no individual is

denied access to the system on the basis of lack of payment.

(b)  Communication on this special intervention shall be properly docu-

mented by the Operator of the JV while each payment request shall be

subject to the approval of the government.
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Sharing of Commercialization Rewards

7.  The sharing of NERD commercialization rewards shall be as provided

below:

8.  Guidelines for the Administration of  Offtaker’s Monetization Re-

ward

Guidelines for the Administration of Offtaker's Monetization Reward

(i) Each successful submission or upload of an Academic Output on

NERD shall qualify the user for the Offtaker's Monetization Reward

(OMR) programme of NERD provided that the user successfully se-

lected or adopted the option of Submission Commercialization during

upload.

(ii) Users who failed or opted not to submit their work for monetiza-

tion shall however have the opportunity in perpetuity to edit and adopt the

option at any time while monetization shall only be effective from the

date of opt-in.

(iii) Each payment reward to the user shall be a product of the suc-

cessful commercialization of the particular Academic Output on NERD

through paid advert footprint, data mining rewards, impressions, and di-

Entity Share of

Reward

Risk

(Liability)

10%

JVP to ensure deductions for

Platform OpEx cost, hosting

fees, etc before reward shar-

ing.

Federal Govt

Remarks

JV Partner

Owner

(author)

Owner

Institution

40%

40%

10%

0%

100%

0%

0%
To be weighted and auto-

graded in descending order

(1st author to the last) in the

event of more than one author.

Where there is no sponsoring

institution, this fee goes to the

Owner.

SHARING FORMULA FOR MONETIZED ACCESS AND IMPRESSION
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rect paid downloads or subscriptions.

(iv)  OMR shall apply and be available to students, lecturers, inde-

pendent researchers, individual users, unaffiliated users, organizational

users, organization accounts, and others making submissions to the NERD

system provided they selected the commercialization option before the

submission of an Academic Output.

(v)  In the case of a student owner, 30% of the accruable payment to

the student will be paid to the primary and secondary supervisors in the

institution on a ratio of 60:40, respectively.

(vi)  In the case of an academic or faculty member-owner (lecturer,

independent researcher, etc) where authors are more than one, the pay-

ment shall be weighted and auto-graded in descending order (1st author

to the last).

(vii)  Each user shall be assigned a unique primary key and will be

required to submit a lifetime email address, identifying credentials, and

the next of kin's contact at sign-up, while NERD shall maintain a formal

Register of Authors on behalf of the Federal Republic of Nigeria with

associated Publication Numbers incorporating relevant primary and unique

keys.

(viii) The operator of the JV shall submit a yearly report of success-

ful commercialization to the Grantor (Federal Government of Nigeria

through the Ministry) for transparency and record purposes.

(ix)  The Company shall remit payment rewards to beneficiaries on

an annual basis, subject to the approved fee structure, after the deduc-

tion of costs that may include academic reviewer fees, in the case of

publications through NERD's special national indexes of academic pub-

lications.

(x)  In any service or submission scenario not envisaged in the ap-

proved policy, the JV Partner to the Federal Government shall be at

liberty to employ the principles of fair discretion in determining the fees

and the sharing formula.

(xi)  Revenues from credentials (results, diplomas, degrees, certifi-

cates, transcripts, etc) management, verification, evaluation, and or vali-

dation on NERD as well as enrolment in NERD are exempted from

OMR.

(xii)  The national credential management and verification system

shall be operated strictly in line with the corresponding provisions in the

National Policy on NERD as the National Credential Verification Ser-

vice with proceeds shared with the participating post-secondary school
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or tertiary institution in accordance with the ratio approved by the

Federal Executive Council in Second Schedule 3(b) of the NERD Policy

under 'Profit sharing for NCMVS component' and remitted as provided

in Section 37(18)

(xiii)  Anti-plagiarism and similarity checks (NERD plagiarism

checker) revenues are exempted from OMR.

(xiv)  Anti-plagiarism checks revenues (i.e., revenues from NERD

plagiarism checker) shall be shared with the participating post-second-

ary school or tertiary institution in accordance with the ratio approved by

the Federal Executive Council for NCMVS in Second Schedule 3(b) of

the NERD  Policy and remitted as provided in Section 37(18).
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SCHEDULE TO THE COPYRIGHT, DATA PROTECTION, AND COMMERCIALIZATION

REWARD SCHEME FOR THE NATIONAL EDUCATION REPOSITORY AND DATABANK

THIRD SCHEDULE

S/N Legal Issue Mitigation

O w n e r s h i p

(copyright)
The NERD system shall remain the property and

asset of the Federal Republic of Nigeria held in

trust by the Federal Government. Author retains

copyright ownership of his/her content as pro-

vided in Sections 18 of the National Policy on

NERD as approved by the Federal Executive

Council on the 23rd of May 2023

Section 18 "Ownership of each item deposited

in the NERD system shall remain vested in the

original author of the work and the sponsoring

institution as per their local policy…The National

Education Databank thus exists for the preser-

vation of that item as an organized academic or

education asset of the author accessible to fu-

ture generations to review, critique, or improve

upon in the larger strategic interest of the na-

tion".

Data protection Data protection is addressed in Sections 7, 25

and 40(25) of the policy as FEC approved the

inclusion of the Nigeria Data Protection Com-

mission (NDPC) in the Governing Council for

the NERD project.

The NERD Project however falls under data

controller's exemption in respect of publications

in the public interest for educational purposes.

See Section 3(2)(d) of the Nigeria Data Protec-

tion Commission Act (2023).

More significantly, FEC in recognition of this legal

provision and in anticipation of NERD's pioneer-

ing role during operations approved that "the

NERD system shall have the status of a na-

tional academic and education automated data

1.

2.
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C r e d e n t i a l

Management
Credentials, i.e., results, diplomas, degrees,

certificates, transcripts, etc processed on the

National Credential Management and Verifi-

cation System (NCMVS) or at the National

Credential Management and Verification Cen-

ter (NCMVC) of NERD shall be governed

under the privacy protection regulations for

private records in the Nigeria Data Protection

Commission Act (2023) and the National Policy

for NERD (2023). In the implementation of

read-only access to school servers and mutu-

ally agreeable Application Programming Inter-

face (API) calls to the servers of schools, and

the servers of existing national flagships such

as WAEC, NECO, JAMB, NIMC, NYSC,

ITF, etc as part of its record and credential

vetting protocols, the operator of the JV shall

adopt the security measure principles for the

protection of personal data as provided in the

Nigeria Data Protection Regulation (2019) in

respect of any Personal Data obtained or re-

ceived pursuant to the NERD Project. Cre-

dential refers to all types of qualifications

whether academic or occupational.

3.

controller and serve or act as a national re-

source for all educational institutions" (Section

12 of the NERD Policy).

All schedules upon approval by the Federal Executive Council (FEC) on 4th of

February, 2025 are now regarded as schedules of the NERD Regulations.
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EFFECTIVENESS

1.  Without prejudice to other provisions in this policy, the implementation

of the Nigeria Education Repository and Databank policy is hereby effective

from the 4th of February 2025, being the date of the approval of the Declara-

tion of Effectiveness by the Federal Executive Council.

2.  Nigeria Education Databank shall be an electronic platform and a one-

stop shop for the national management, administration, and preservation of

education data, records, documents and audio-visual assets. It shall operate as

a set of new services to address specific challenges in the education sector.

These include the provision of a central reference point for data consistency

covering every aspect of post-secondary education for national planning; per-

petual preservation of academic reports and publications; enhancement of the

quality of academic reports nationwide through outright elimination of plagia-

rism and the promotion of attribution; fostering of inter-institution collaboration

and positive competition; mitigation of capital flight from previous dependence

upon foreign products and services in education data management; the estab-

lishment of the Nigerian index of academic publications as a national flagship;

a central national repository for equitable access to lecture notes and materi-

als; and, the decisive launch of a systemic quality assurance check nationwide

to curtail academic fraud which threatens the integrity of the education sector

due to the activities of merchants of fake degrees, 'arrangee' qualifications,

phoney certificates, bogus unearned honours from unaccredited institutions

and diploma mills.

3.  Each post-secondary school in Nigeria is expected to scan all available

previous Academic Outputs dating back to its foundation and have them elec-

tronically deposited in the national depository as part of the long-term objective

of the NERD programme.

4. NERD is a national flagship, and its strategic objective includes stop-

ping the reliance on foreign countries and overseas business corporations for

the organisation, verification, and preservation of academic records and body

of knowledge emanating from Nigeria, as they undermine national security,

erode national pride, and promote capital flight. NERD will promote Executive

Orders on local contents as the flagship central Databank for the education

sector for the collection, organisation, coordination, distribution, preservation,

verification, publication, and validation of Nigeria's education records, intellec-

tual or academic outputs, and credentials.

5.  The National Credential Management and Verification Centre is hereby

established as part of the NERD system which is to serve as the joint multi-

FOURTH SCHEDULE
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institutional national students' clearing house to effect credential validation and

verification through the centralized administration of the national credential

number and codes which mark will now be affixed unobtrusively as micro

FrameQR codes by each institution on all certificates issued by Nigeria schools

to aid the validation process. The verification service and national logs of term

papers are designed as further proof of continuous academic enrolment, in-

dicative of actual attendance, affiliation, and scholarship. NERD shall thus

have the authority to collaborate with and maintain Application Programming

Interface (API) calls to the servers of all Nigerian post-secondary schools/

tertiary institutions, and existing national flagships such as West African Ex-

aminations Council (WAEC), National Examinations Council (NECO), Joint

Admissions and Matriculation Board (JAMB), National Identity Management

Commission (NIMC), National Youth Service Corps (NYSC), Industrial Training

Fund (ITF), etc as part of its record and credential vetting protocols.

6.  Whilst the Federal Government owns NERD on behalf of the Federal

Republic of Nigeria, NERD is indeed owned by all post-secondary schools in

Nigeria and their corresponding regulatory authorities and library services

through the Federal Ministry of Education and are all entitled to revenues

derivable therefrom on a pro-rated basis.

7.  NERD has been intentionally designed to establish a no-conflict frame-

work aimed at striking a patriotic and delicate balance between tertiary institu-

tions' legitimate autonomy and the overriding strategic national interest of

Nigeria. NERD shall thus serve as the federation's digitisation framework to

centrally coordinate several autonomous and decentralised systems, with each

retaining organic responsibility for validation.

8.  Ownership of deposited items shall remain vested in the original au-

thors for whom the Federal Executive Council has approved an Offtaker's

Monetisation Reward guidelines. Also, well-equipped sectorial Coordinating

Centres for the NERD project are to be set up in the headquarters of the

regulating authorities such as the National Universities Commission (NUC),

the National Board for Technical Education (NBTE), the National Commis-

sion for Colleges of Education (NCCE), as well as the National Library of

Nigeria (NLN) while each institution is expected to maintain a NERD Support

Desk, among others, in order for NERD to serve as a tool to positively further

the objectives of the various education stakeholders.

9.  Following this declaration, the approved stipulations for mandatory sub-

mission of Academic Outputs as provided in Sections 40(3), 28(1), and First

Schedule 6(11)(c), among others, of the approved National Policy for the NERD

Programme shall become obligatory requirements in Nigeria.



B  2036

10. Furthermore, having observed the increasing financial challenges of

publications in High Impact journals with the attendant capital flights, the Fed-

eral Executive Council, as a deliberate mitigation strategy, has approved that

the NERD system will, in addition, create, host, and administer official special

databases of NERD-indexed journals. The indexes or national academic pub-

lications and indexing database shall serve as a credible national equivalent to

journal indexes like SCOPUS, China National Knowledge Infrastructure

(CNKI), Indonesia Garuda Indexing, SCImago, etc, while NERD-indexed jour-

nals are now designated by the Federal Government of Nigeria as Special

Nigeria (National) Indexes of Academic Publications (SNIAP) available to

willing Nigerian academics and promoters of institutional journals and shall be

acceptable for promotion and research/academic career advancement pur-

poses and peerage privileges presently associated with their foreign equiva-

lents such as SCOPUS, SCImago, etc across all tertiary institutions in Nigeria.

11. Effective from the twelfth month of this proclamation, the following

regulating authorities in the education sector, the National Universities Com-

mission (NUC), the National Board for Technical Education (NBTE), and the

National Commission for Colleges of Education, as well as agencies such as

the Tertiary Education Trust Fund (TETFund), and others with roles in tertiary

education are required to include the level of compliance with the NERD

Policy as a critical condition precedent to every type of service, support, evalu-

ation, and accreditation exercise involving universities, polytechnics,

Monotechnics and colleges of education in Nigeria.

12. Each agency of government and accredited post-secondary school or

tertiary institution is required to upload an electronic copy of the Policy on its

website with a conspicuous promotional link on the landing page to facilitate

wider distribution and ease of access.

13. With a new system or technology comes a learning curve and an

extensive need for change management, but rest assured, the Federal Govern-

ment is committed to providing comprehensive training and support to our

educators. NERD will make substantial impacts on the ways we do things. It

shall be transformative and promote high high-quality education ecosystem.

14.  By this proclamation, the Nigeria Education Repository and Databank

(NERD) system is now effective throughout Nigeria from the 4th of February

2025, being the date of approval by the Federal Executive Council.
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FIFTH SCHEDULE

DECLARATION

Sequel to the approval of the Federal Executive Council (FEC) in 2023 for

the establishment of the National Education Repository and Databank (NERD)

and the National Policy for its implementation and operation, and after the

fulfilment of due process requirements in the formation of the Joint Venture

for its operation, the Honourable Minister of Education, Dr. Olatunji Alausa, on

behalf of the Federal Government of Nigeria, hereby issues this formal decla-

ration of effectiveness as an official proclamation to herald the commence-

ment of the National Education Repository and Databank system as approved

by the Federal Executive Council (FEC) on the 4th of February 2025 and as

earlier presented to stakeholders by the Ministry on the 21st of November

2023.

2. The Nigeria Education Databank is an electronic platform and a one-

stop-shop for the national management, administration, and preservation of

education data, records, documents and audio-visual assets. It shall operate as

a set of new services to address specific challenges in the education sector.

These include the provision of a central reference point for data consistency

covering every aspect of post-secondary education for national planning;

perpetual preservation of academic reports and publications; enhancement of

the quality of academic reports nationwide through outright elimination of pla-

giarism and the promotion of attribution; fostering of inter-institution collabora-

tion and positive competition; mitigation of capital flight from previous depen-

dence upon foreign products and services in education data management; the

establishment of the Nigerian index of academic publications as a national

flagship; a central national repository for equitable access to lecture notes and

materials; and, the decisive launch of a systemic quality assurance check na-

tionwide to curtail academic fraud which threatens the integrity of the educa-

tion sector due to the activities of merchants of fake degrees, 'arrangee' quali-

fications, phoney certificates, bogus unearned honours from unaccredited in-

stitutions and diploma mills.

3. There shall henceforth be a National Repository of Knowledge for

Nigeria. By virtue of Section 40 of the NERD Policy, upon the completion of

necessary training and workshops, every student in Nigeria shall hereafter

deposit a copy of his or her academic outputs in a national repository after a

mandatory similarity and anti-plagiarism check. Academic outputs include the-

sis, dissertation, project reports, term papers, seminar papers, etc. In the event

of sponsorship, the author shall have the option to restrict the entire report or

parts of the report. The NERD system will also maintain a national log of
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project reports, yearly term papers and seminar reports, among others while

each deposit shall have a national document number for its perpetual identifi-

cation. Similarly, with the support of the private sector, each post-secondary

school in Nigeria is expected to scan all available previous academic outputs

dating back to its foundation and have them electronically deposited in the

national depository as part of the long-term objective of the NERD project.

4. In the past two decades following advancements in computer technol-

ogy, the country has relied more on foreign countries and overseas business

corporations for the organization and preservation of her academic records

and body of knowledge. This undermined national security, eroded national

pride, and promoted capital flight. The Nigeria Education Databank is the flag-

ship central Databank for the education sector for the collection, organization,

coordination, distribution, preservation, validation, and verification of Nigeria's

education records, intellectual or academic outputs, and credentials. This Na-

tional Education Databank is the nation's official one-stop-shop for data con-

sistency as well as being the first private-sector-led big data project in the

education sector in sub-Saharan Africa.

5. To deliver on its mandates, especially on third-party verification of cre-

dentials such as certificates, diplomas, results, transcripts, etc, the Federal

Executive Council has approved the establishment of the National Credential

Management and Verification Centre as part of the NERD system which is to

serve as the joint multi-institutional national students' clearing house to effect

credential validation and verification through the centralized administration of

the national credential number and codes which mark will now be affixed

unobtrusively as micro FrameQR codes by each institution on all certificates

issued by Nigeria schools to aid the validation process. The verification ser-

vice and national logs of term papers are designed as further proof of continu-

ous academic enrolment indicative of actual attendance, affiliation, and schol-

arship. NERD shall thus have the authority to collaborate with and maintain

mutually agreeable Application Programming Interface (API) calls to the serv-

ers of all Nigerian post-secondary schools/tertiary institutions, and existing

national flagships such as West African Examinations Council (WAEC), Na-

tional Examinations Council (NECO), Joint Admissions and Matriculation Board

(JAMB), National Identity Management Commission (NIMC), National Youth

Service Corps (NYSC), Industrial Training Fund (ITF), etc as part of its record

and credential vetting protocols. The NERD Programme is a quality assur-

ance check. It will be biometric-enabled for positive identity profiling leverag-

ing both the National Identification Number (NIN) and the Bank Verification

Number (BVN) as every Nigerian student shall be known by their yearly

academic status, progress through classes, unique identifier integral to their

NINs and ancillary to their institution-assigned matriculation numbers and be
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reachable anywhere in the world as scholars.

6. The NERD system is owned by all post-secondary schools in Nigeria

and their corresponding regulatory authorities and library services through the

Federal Ministry of Education and are all entitled to revenues derivable there-

from on a pro-rated basis. Similarly, NERD has been intentionally designed to

establish a no-conflict framework aimed at striking a patriotic delicate balance

between tertiary institutions' legitimate autonomy and the overriding strategic

national interest of Nigeria. Ownership of deposited items shall remain vested

in the original authors for which the Federal Executive Council has approved

an Offtaker's Monetization Reward guidelines. Also, well-equipped sectorial

Coordinating Centres for the NERD project are to be set up in the

headquarters of the regulating authorities such as the National Universities

Commission (NUC), the National Board for Technical Education (NBTE), the

National Commission for Colleges of Education (NCCE), as well as the Na-

tional Library of Nigeria (NLN) while each institution is expected to maintain

a NERD Support Desk, among others, in order for NERD to serve as a tool to

positively further the objectives of the various education stakeholders.

7. The implication of this is that following this declaration, the approved

stipulations for mandatory submission of academic outputs as provided in

Sections 40, 28(1), and First Schedule 6(11)(c), among others, of the approved

National Policy for the NERD Programme shall become obligatory require-

ments in Nigeria as from the end of the early pre-digitization period. In the

next 5 years and beyond, the Federal Ministry of Education, with the support

of the National Universities Commission, the National Board for Technical

Education, the National Commission for Colleges of Education, and other key

stakeholders will be leading this unprecedented digitalization and the digitiza-

tion of every single past and present academic record, report and publications

ever generated in any of our institutions whether public or private, whether

military or civilian. This remains the most audacious attempt ever to aggregate

all records and knowledge, past and present, ever produced or generated in

our tertiary institutions and post-secondary schools. Through the NERD project,

Nigeria will have organic control of its data and its stacks of knowledge in its

strategic national interest and for the purpose of economic development, na-

tional     security, national prestige, and for the benefit of today and future

generations of Nigerians.

8. Furthermore, having observed the increasing financial challenges of

publications in High Impact journals with the attendant capital flights, the

Federal Executive Council, as a deliberate mitigation strategy, has approved

that the NERD system will, in addition, create, host, and administer official

special databases of NERD-indexed-journals.  The indexes shall employ ex-
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perienced reviewers locally and internationally in order to serve as a credible

national equivalent to journal indexes like SCOPUS, China National Knowl-

edge Infrastructure (CNKI), Indonesia Garuda Indexing, SCImago, etc, while

NERD-indexed-journals are now designated by the Federal Government of

Nigeria as Special Nigeria (National) Indexes of Academic Publications

(SNIAP) available to willing Nigerian academics and promoters of institu-

tional journals and shall be acceptable for promotion and research/academic

career advancement purposes and peerage privileges presently associated with

their foreign equivalents such as SCOPUS, SCImago, etc across all tertiary

institutions in Nigeria. Details of this special intervention shall be separately

communicated to all Governing Councils and tertiary institutions' managements

by their respective accrediting and regulatory bodies shortly.

9. The Federal Executive Council has approved a Governing Council for

the National Education Repository and Databank with the Honourable Minis-

ter of Education as Chairman and the following as members :

(i) Permanent Secretary, Federal Ministry of Education

(ii) Executive Secretaries of the NUC, NBTE, and NCCE

(iii) The National Librarian and Chief Executive of the National Li-

brary of Nigeria.

(iv) The Chairmen/Chairpersons of the Association or Committee of

Vice Chancellors of Nigerian Universities, Association or Committee of

Rectors of Nigerian Polytechnics, and Association or Committee of Pro-

vosts of Nigerian Colleges of Education.

(v) The Chief Executive of the Nigeria Data Protection

Commission ;

(vi) The Chief Executive of the National Education Repository and

Databank Limited, and ;

(vii) The Secretary of the National Education Repository and

Databank Limited as Secretary.

10. It is to be noted that by virtue of FEC's approval, the NERD Policy

applies in equal measures to all education delivery institutions regardless of

ownership type (public, private, military or civilian) whether within or outside

the direct supervision of the Federal Ministry of Education such as Colleges or

Schools of Nursing, Agriculture, specialized research centres and institutes,

etc. Similarly, in line with FEC approval in the exercise of Mr. President's

power in Council as provided in Sections 2(4)(4) and 16(1)(C) of the NYSC

Act, Cap. N84, Laws of the Federation of Nigeria, 2004, the National Youth

Service Corps (likewise the Industrial Training Fund) shall, following this dec-

laration, mobilize, exempt, or refund only students who have fully complied

Cap, N8,

LFN, 2004
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with the NERD standard as defined in the approved regulations enshrined in

the NERD Policy regardless of whether they had their education experience

within or outside Nigeria.

11. Effective from the twelfth month of this proclamation, the following

regulating authorities in the education sector, the National Universities Com-

mission (NUC), the National Board for Technical Education (NBTE), and the

National Commission for Colleges of Education, as well as agencies such as

the Tertiary Education Trust Fund (TETFund), and others with roles in tertiary

education are required to include the level of compliance with the NERD

Policy as a critical condition precedent to every type of service, support, evalu-

ation, and accreditation exercise involving universities, polytechnics,

Monotechnics and colleges of education in Nigeria. The approved NERD Policy

is hereby attached to this Declaration and will be sent to each tertiary institu-

tion and post-secondary school in Nigeria. Electronic copies will also be made

available on the website of the Ministry, those of its parastatals, and the Project.

Each agency of government and accredited post-secondary school or tertiary

institution is required to upload an electronic copy of the Policy on its website

with a conspicuous promotional link on the landing page to facilitate wider

distribution and ease of access.

12. In this journey, we acknowledge the challenges ahead. With a new

system or technology comes a learning curve and an extensive need for change

management, but rest assured, we are committed to providing comprehensive

training and support to our educators. The NERD project will make substantial

impacts on the ways we do things. It shall be transformative and promote a

quality education ecosystem. The public is enjoined to embrace this transfor-

mation with an open heart and a sense of adventure, for it is our collective

dedication and adaptability that will lead us to success. By this proclamation,

the National Education Repository and Databank (NERD) system is now ef-

fective throughout Nigeria from the 4th of February 2025 being the date of

approval by the Federal Executive Council.

All post-secondary schools and tertiary institutions in Nigeria are to await

further information and directives.

DR. OLATUNJI ALAUSA

Hon. Minister

Federal Ministry of Education

15th Day of March, 2025
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CIRCULAR

Ref. No: 58524/IIIc/579

Office of the Secretary to the

Government of the Federation,

The Presidency,

Shehu Shagari Complex,

Three Arms Zone,

Abuja.

8th August, 2025

Chief of Staff to the President,

Deputy Chief of Staff to the President, Office of the Vice President,

Principal Secretary to the President,

All Honourable Ministers/Ministers of State,

Head of the Civil Service of the Federation,

National Security Adviser,

Economic Adviser to the President,

Special Advisers/Senior Special Assistants,

Chief of Defense Staff/Service Chiefs/Inspector-General of Police,

Governor, Central Bank of Nigeria,

Chairman, Federal Civil Service Commission,

Chairman, Police Service Commission,

Chairman, Code of Conduct Tribunal,

Chairman, Code of Conduct Bureau,

Chairman, Federal Character Commission,

Chairman, Revenue Mobilisation, Allocation and Fiscal Commission,

Chairman, Federal Inland Revenue Service,

Chairman, Independent National Electoral Commission,

Chairman, National Population Commission,

Chairman, Independent Corrupt Practices and Other Related

Offences Commission,

Chairman, Economic and Financial Crimes Commission,

Chairman, National Drug Law Enforcement Agency,

Permanent Secretaries and Heads of Extra-Ministerial Departments,

Clerk of the National Assembly,

Chief Registrar, Supreme Court of Nigeria,

Accountant-General of the Federation,

Auditor-General for the Federation,

Directors-General/Chief Executives of Parastatals, Agencies and Govern-

ment-Owned Companies.
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SERVICE-WIDE COMPLIANCE WITH THE PROVISIONS OF THE NIGERIA EDUCATION

REPOSITORY AND DATABANK (NERD) POLICY

Pursuant to Section 10(1) of the Education (National Minimum Standards

and Establishment of Institutions) Act (1985) on governance of national edu-

cation standards, and to safeguard national academic integrity, standardise

education record digitisation, eliminate academic credential fraud through quality

assurance checks, and digitally enhance the economic values of Nigeria's edu-

cation for global competitiveness, the Federal Executive Council (FEC) estab-

lished the Nigeria Education Repository and Databank (NERD) and issued

the National Policy for its implementation and operation in May 2023 with

addendum and new notations in February 2025 following a formal request

from the National Universities Commission (NUC). NERD will now serve as

the administrative, technical, and commercial framework for higher education

data preservation, commercialisation, exchange, and management in Nigeria.

2. To comply with the Policy, the directives in the National Proclamation

and Declaration of Effectiveness approved for the NERD Programme by

FEC on the 4th of February 2025, and to enforce national standards on educa-

tion digitisation, all Ministries, Department and Agencies as well as all higher

institutions in Nigeria   whether civilian, military, private or public   are hereby

directed to :

(i) from 6th of October 2025, verify the academic credential of all

staff and intending staff through the NERD programme's National Cre-

dential Verification Service (NCVS), ensuring compliance for all new

hires by obtaining an instant NCVS clearance affirming the authenticity

of each academic credential presented anywhere in Nigeria before ap-

pointment confirmation ;

(ii) include NCVS clearance as part of documentation for staff with

a national credential number (NCN) and associated security codes of

verified academic credentials for record purposes ;

(iii) appoint suitable officials as NERD Focal Officer (NFO), NERD

Institution Record Officer (NIRO) - to oversee onboarding of institution-

approved records, master marksheets and graduate lists, while the NERD

Digitisation Officer (NDO) coordinates digitisation of projects, theses,

dissertations, etc, for preservation and retrieval of research and publica-

tions spanning over 90 years across all institutions ;

(iv) transmit names and contacts of focal persons to the Secretary,

Governing Council, Nigeria Education Repository and Databank

Programme for documentation, onboarding, and training ;

(v) enforce mandatory deposit of academic outputs as per NERD



B  2044

policy, with institution chiefs liaising with NERD Management on profit

sharing, ownership rights, Reward scheme and management of NSN

and NCN.

(vi) treat NERD-indexes of journals as national flagships, granting

them privileges equivalent to other peer-reviewed indexes like SCOPUS

for ranking and career progression ;

(vii) allocate budget solely for the activities of NERD focal officers,

support staff, and related logistics ;

(viii) enforce compliance with the NERD Policy as a prerequisite

for privileges and services from various agencies, with inter-organisational

data exchange support from entities likes the National Identity Manage-

ment Commission, and others via APIs to facilitate onboarding and data

validation ;

(ix) adjust NYSC mobilisation criteria in accordance with the

President's regulations requiring proof of NERD Policy Compliance for

all prospective Corps members regardless of where they were   edu-

cated ;

(x) submit annual NERD compliance report by the 30th of March

each year, while ;

(xi) NERD will issue guidance and regulations in consultation with

NUC, NBTE, NCCE, on record digitization and certification processes.

3. Except where specific dates are provided, the implementation of this

circular is immediate. Honourable Ministers, Permanent Secretaries, and Heads

of Extra-Ministerial Departments, Parastatals, and Agencies, are to ensure

adequate circulation and compliance with the contents of this circular.

H.E. SENATOR GEORGE AKUME,

fnim, CON

Secretary to the Government

of the Federation.

8th Day of August, 2025


